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The LaFortune “Groover” Update
by Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director
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Thank you to all of the generous donors for your gifts to help us construct the Jim LaFortune
Memorial Restroom Building (aka the “LaFortune Groover”) here at the PCEI Nature Center.
When each of us took the time to make our gifts for this effort, we also took the time to
remember and honor our dear friend. To date we have received 189 gifts totaling $34,192.41.
To learn what a “groover” is, and the story behind this, visit www.pcei.org.
The building design was started this spring; thank you to Kurt Rathmann, Emily McGuire,
Cass Tyler, and John Anderson for shepherding us through the design and permitting process!
We broke ground on November 1 and built foundation forms on November 6 (thank you Steve
Streets, Randy Stevens, and Hanna Long). We poured concrete two days later with help of
Kathie LaFortune, Mitch Freeman and Jana
Callanan. Kathie finished the day pressing
This project is really going to help PCEI’s ability to conduct
some bicycle and river rafting mementos
educational programming at the Nature Center. Not only will the
from Jim into the soft foundation concrete.
construction be completed through sustainability workshops, but the
With the help of WSU Center for Civic
facility will improve our ability to handle more people, and put us in
a position to expand the use and impact of the Nature Center.
Engagement, the project site has now been
bundled up for winter, and is ready for wall
			
– Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director
construction this spring.
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by Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director

Kathie LaFortune at the foundation of the Jim
LaFortune Memorial Restroom Building (the
“groover”) at PCEI. Below, personal mementos
set in the wet foundation of the groover.

We expect to construct the Rastra block (Insulated Concrete Forms) walls with a three-part
workshop series. We will also be scheduling floor and ceiling framing sessions, wall plastering,
stucco, rainwater collection, and composting toilet function workshops. Please contact me if
you would like to participate in a specific step of the project, or reserve a space in a workshop.
Please also contact me if you would like to make a donation of money or materials to the project.

25 INCREDIBLE YEARS!
PCEI’s 25th anniversary year has been more rewarding than we could have hoped.
Starting with a guest bartender event at Mix bar in Eastside Marketplace (with
guest bartenders Buddy Levy, Doug Baker, and Tom Lamar) and ending with our
annual holiday party and membership
meeting at the 1912 Center where we
welcomed new board members (see page
6 for pictures and bios), our 25th year
has been full of fun events and activities,
friends, and fundraising.

I am proud of our board members, our
staff and our many dedicated volunteers
who helped make our 25th year a
PCEI Executive Director, Tom Lamar, makes sure that the accessible
memorable one. We’ve continued to
pathway at PCEI is clear of snow. In the background is the snow
develop our Nature Center on Rodeo
covered Gertrude Danielson Perrine House, home of the PCEI office.
Drive by building new trails, creating
locked tool storage, breaking ground on our outdoor public composting toilet facility, and
working on a children’s playscape. We have also completed our draft five-year strategic plan and
look forward to your feedback on it (see page 6 for details).
While 2011 has provided us with many challenges economically, our dedicated membership
and community of supporters has helped your local environmental grassroots organization
continue to enhance our watersheds, provide meaningful service opportunities, and educate our
children. I look forward to another 25 years of the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute
“connecting people, place and community.” Thank you for your support!

Return Service Requested

PCEI’s Office Manager, Jen Hiebert (left) and
newly-elected PCEI Board Member, Gail DeSantis
cheerfully represent PCEI at the 2011 Alternative
Giving Market of the Palouse at the Prichard Art
Gallery in Moscow.

Housing for SEED Students
PCEI is a member organization of:
• Washington State Combined Fund Drive
• Choices in Community Giving
• Washington Environmental Council
• United Vision for Idaho
• Western Sustainable Agriculture Working Group
• River Network
• Moscow Chamber of Commerce
• Pullman Chamber of Commerce

PCEI is coordinating local housing needs for
Scholarships for Education and Economic
Development (SEED) students on exchange
from Central America and the Caribbean
starting in August 2012.

Complimentary Copy
Please Join PCEI Today!
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PCEI Education Director Jenica Wood-Beauchamp engages youth during their introduction to a Watershed Festival
at the PCEI Nature Center in Moscow.

INSIDE:

For more information about how you can help
the program, and expense compensation,
visit www.pcei.org/SEED or contact us at
208.882.1444. Thank you!

Winter Happenings p. 2 • Volunteers are Essential p. 4 • Meet Our New Board Members p. 6 • LaFortune Groover Update p. 8
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WHO'S WHO AT PCEI
The mission of the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental
Institute is to increase citizen involvement in decisions that
affect our region’s environment.

2012 Events Calendar
All Events are scheduled to begin at the site at 10:00am and will last until 2:00pm unless otherwise
noted, regardless of weather. Carpooling options are available. Please remember to wear work clothes
and sturdy shoes. Be prepared for both sun and cold weather. For details, visit www.pcei.org/calendar.
Find directions at <www.pcei.org/sites.htm>. For more info call 208-882-1444.

Carole Wells President
Jim Ekins Vice President
Alexa Makhani Treasurer
Josh Boyce Secretary
Richard Huggins Director
Jerry Long Director
Randy Stevens Director
Jack Sullivan Director
Lynn Wells Director
Jennifer Wik Director

Judith Brown Business Manager
Tracy Brown Program Director
Jenica Wood-Beauchamp Education Program Director
Jennifer Hiebert Office Manager
Alycia Lamar Membership Coordinator
Heather Huston Volunteer Coordinator
Lara Jones Confluence Program Director
Sherrie Jackson Confluence Program Support Coordinator
Rob Loucks Confluence Communication Specialist

AMERICORPS MEMBERS
Education Specialists
Elisa Medrzycki, Pat Beezley, and Ashlie Tainer

PCEI INTERNS (spring and winter)
Melissa Autery, Public Relations
Jessica Brown, Public Relations
Virginia Keefer, Public Relations and Marketing
Kim Hoppe, Public Relations
Claire Stevenson, Graphic Design
Katie Stinson, Nature Explorers
Jenica Draney, Event Leader

PCEI, PO Box 8596 Moscow, Idaho 83843
phone: 208-882-1444 fax: 208-882-8029
email: <info@pcei.org> visit: <www.pcei.org>

By Alyssa Patrick, PCEI Volunteer

Saturday, March 3: Volunteer Event – Fountain Restoration Project. 10am–2pm
Blue Tube maintenance and weeding.
Saturday, March 24: Volunteer Event – Rose Creek Restoration. 10am–2pm
Get to know the Palouse’s rare and endangered Palouse meadow steppe ecosystem
by volunteering to help care for it at the Rose Creek Nature Preserve.
Saturday, April 7: Volunteer Event – Pullman Stream Clean-Up. 10am–2pm
Join us at Spring Street Park in Pullman to kick off the event.
Thursday, April 19: Lewis-Clark State College Earth Day Event. 10am–4pm
Saturday, April 21: Volunteer Event – Paradise Creek Clean-Up. 9am–1pm
This is a great way to celebrate Earth Day with your family!
Sunday, April 21, EARTH DAY CELEBRATION: PCEI’s celebrates 26 years
of “connecting people, place and community” Join us for a collaborative event
with NASA as we focus on caring for our earth through managing our carbon
footprint. 1040 Rodeo Drive
Friday, April 27: Arbor Day Volunteer Event at PCEI Nature Center. 10am–2pm
We’ll supply trees for planting and shovels; come prepared to get dirty.

BE A PART OF THE PCEI NATURE CENTER!
Every Thursday from February through October PCEI is hosting a volunteer
event at the PCEI Nature Center at 1040 Rodeo Drive in Moscow. This is a
great way to build your resume, meet new friends, spend time outdoors, get
to know native plants, and support your local environmental institute. Nature
Center volunteer Thursdays are from 10am–3pm. We’d love your participation!
Email our Volunteer Coordinator for more information <volunteer@pcei.org>.

In Memoriam of our Dear Friends
We are saddened to have lost the following PCEI supporters, who not only helped sustain our valuable
work but also contributed greatly to their communities. Please keep in your thoughts the families of:
Ken Medlin | Martha Klontz | Nancy Taylor | Bill Barr | Jim Tarter | Phyllis LeTourneau | Don Bushaw

Dedicated PCEI volunteers John Lawrence and Jim Ekins rest after the delivery of chairs for
the 25th Anniversary Adirondack chair auction involving 25 local artists who created works
of art from the already beautiful chairs by Dale Butler. For a complete list of chair artists visit
www.pcei.org/auction.

In addition to the auction, there was live music by local bluegrass group,
Steptoe, free ice cream from Sticky Fingers and Ferdinand’s, and drinks
and food available from Gnosh.

PCEI Board Meetings every third Wednesday on alternating months. 6:30pm
Please email Board President Carole Wells for an agenda <www.pcei.org/board>
1040 Rodeo Drive, Moscow

Kayte Munson, Event Leader
Andrew Spencer, Christina Leid, Courtney Anderson,
Jennifer Lennon, Katie Otanez, Shaun Root,
Sujata Connell Watershed Restoration Habitat Technicians
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25 Years, 25 Chairs

Community members who attended the event admired the 25
Adirondack chairs handcrafted and donated in part to PCEI
by Dale Butler of the Steel Tree Company. Local artists had
turned the chairs into new works of art, using materials ranging
from paint to sea glass and wine corks. “We are trying to get
people to connect with the community through art,” said John
Lawrence, past president of PCEI and University of Idaho
professor. Silent bidding for the chairs started at $175.

Gail DeSantis Director

Thomas C. Lamar Executive Director

NEWS

Children rode the Karymor merry-go-round nestled between
gardens as their parents enjoyed bluegrass music at the PCEI
Nature Center during the Community Adirondack Chair Art
Project Auction in September. The event took place as a second
celebration and fundraiser for our 25th Anniversary.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF MEMBERS
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Left: Kristin LeVier’s “Lifegard” chair design. Right: Onan Ayala, Scarleth
Aguilar and Carlos Ruiz proudly pose behind their chair design. The artists
are participants in the Scholarships for Education and Economic Development
(SEED) Program at the University of Idaho.

Jim Ekins, then president of the board of directors, said, “There are
two main things we’re trying to do here; bring people outside to show
off nature and to raise money.” Ekins is also the Service-Learning and
Internship Coordinator at the University of Idaho. “At our last event
on Earth Day 2011, we raised $25,000, at the chair auction we raised
around $8,000. All of the money raised at these events goes to help fund
on-going projects.” “It is an awesome event. I’m glad to see so many
people out here,” said April M. Buvel, an administrative assistant at UI,
who was at the event with her daughter.

Nonprofit Organizations Across The US 			
Face Economic Hardship
By Melissa Autery, PCEI Public Relations Intern
Due to the current economic turmoil, non-profit organizations across the US have
struggled with financial problems. Many Americans have experienced reduced
household incomes and this has caused lower rates of donations in the past few
years. According to a new study from the Nonprofit Research Collective, about
8 percent of the charities included in the report say they are closing for financial
reasons, while among smaller charities, that figure is 20 percent. Resources
for nonprofits decrease during economic instability while the demand for the
nonprofits’ help seems to greatly increase.
This makes nonprofit organizations utilize every opportunity they are given, and
be thankful for every volunteer and donation that helps their organization survive.
With hope that the economic situation across the US will improve, nonprofit
organizations buckle up for a couple more difficult years. PCEI thanks its members
and donors for their continued support during these challenging economic times.

Moscow Recycling, Moscow Food Coop & PCEI
are pleased to sponsor a

BACKYARD COMPOSTER SALE
(pick up on April 28, location TBA)

$45 or less!!
Pre-Order Today

208.882-.0590
Last day to order, March 16

The Earth Machine features:
• Large capacity (80 gallon or 10 cubic feet)
• Compost your grass, leaves and kitchen scraps
• Made from recycled plastic
• Easy snap together assembly
• Fits into any car
• Durable and lightweight design
• Enclosed Design, locking lid
• Over 1,000,000 in use
• Big enough for a family of 5
• Easy harvesting with sliding door
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Josh Boyce

Gail Desantis

Gail is a very active retiree
and PCEI neighbor. Gail
oversaw the installation of
wetlands on her adjacent
property. She is a member of
the PCEI facility committee
and a dedicated office
volunteer.

Randy received a Bachelors
degree in Architecture from
WSU. In 2004 he became a
PCEI AmeriCorps member
with the Watersheds program.
A stalwart PCEI volunteer,
Randy has helped with
countless projects at the
Nature Center. When he is not busy as the Natural
Resource Coordinator for the Palouse Conservation
District, he can be found on his sailboat, in the
mountains, or home cooking.

Alexa Makhani

Alexa is a Fiscal Specialist
at WSU and has served on
the PCEI finance committee
for over a year. She is
the secretary of the local
Toastmasters.

• Replace equipment and storage sheds.
• Create new indoor meeting/educational space.

Josh has a PhD in Biology
from the UI and studied
reproductive development
of post-spawn steelhead in
the Columbia River basin
as a postdoctoral student.
He and his wife Rosy own
the Little River Bed and
Breakfast near Robinson Park.

Randy Stevens

GOAL 1: Develop a Nature Center on the Rodeo Drive campus
using sustainable and creative design ideas to provide a
valued gathering and learning place for our community
while continuing to manage the Rose Creek Nature Preserve
facilitating education about and restoration of the Palouse
Prairie Ecosystem.

GOAL 2: Maintain a high standard of quality for current
programming of environmental education and watershed
restoration while diversifying the demographic involvement
in our work.

PCEI’s 4th Annual Animals of the Night Event
By Melissa Autery, PCEI Public Relations Intern
What a night! More than 350 community members attended PCEI’s 4th
Annual Animals of the Night event on October 28, 2011 to learn about
nocturnal animals through storytelling, games, live animals, costumed
characters and crafts. Guests walked the trails of the PCEI Nature Center and
stopped by different stations to learn about critters like owls, bats, spiders, and
skunks, to name a few. Animals of the Night had an exciting addition to the
event this year. The PCEI Nature Explorers after-school program performed
two showings of their play, “How the Night Sky Came to Be,” to a packed

Guests of all ages enjoy PCEI’s October event featuring educational
stations, live animals, snacks and activities. Photo: PCEI.

crowd and much applause. “Congrats to all the PCEI staff
for their hard work and dedication in making such a great
family event for the Moscow community,” said Nancy Hart,
after attending her first Animals of the Night.

Compare year to year:

PCEI would like to extend a special thanks to all of
the sponsors of this year’s event: Inland Northwest
Broadcasting (myRadio 102.5 FM, Oldies 1400 KRPL),
Pickard Orthodontics, Landeck & Forseth Attorneys at
Law, Gritman Medical Center, Ambassador Subaru, Safari
Pearl, and Hyperspud Sports. Many thanks to all of the
volunteers who helped make this event possible. Be sure
to join the fun next year!

• Number of landowners involved in restoration activities.
• Number of classroom hours and students served.
• Number of community volunteers, visitors and
program participants.
GOAL 3: Create a sustainable, diverse, and reliable funding
model for PCEI that provides revenue to support operations,
special outreach projects and contractual work.
• Increase size of endowment to $2 million.
• Increase the membership in Legacy Circle to 50.
• Increase the PCEI membership to 1,500.
GOAL 4: Invest in PCEI’s human capital and translate this
training of environmental leaders and stewards from our
staff to our board, membership, interns, volunteers, and the
community.
• Dedicate time to meaningful professional development.
• Continue to be a leader in employee benefits.

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
The Legacy Circle is an opportunity for members and
supporters to include PCEI in their estate plan, living trust
or will; participation is an expression
of commitment to the environment, to
community, and to education through
PCEI. Contact Tom Lamar at
lamar@pcei.org to be included.

Education – AmeriCorps Members

New Board Members

Jennifer is a Clarkston
resident with previous
experience as a non-game
biologist in Coeur d’Alene
for the Idaho Dept. for Fish
and Game. Jennifer is a
dedicated PCEI volunteer
for events like our annual
Animals of the Night and other education projects.

A brief summary of goals and metrics; for full document visit
www.pcei.org/about.htm
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PCEI Five Year Strategic Plan			

Jennifer Wik

NEWS

ELISA MEDRZYCKI

PAT BEEZLEY

ASHLIE TAINER

Elisa holds an Associate Degree
in Early Childhood Education
and a Bachelor of the Arts in
Cultural Anthropology. Her
desire to teach others about their
most interesting neighbors has
led to positions like teaching
6th grade outdoor education in
the foothills of the Cascades and
feeding sea stars at Point Defiance
Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma.
Elisa is an avid sea kayaker, cyclist
and adventurer, but also enjoys
an overly competitive game of
Settlers of Catan and a cuddle on
the couch with her dog Murph.

Pat completed his Bachelors
in Recreation from Southeast
Missouri State and his Masters
in Recreation from Southern
Illinois. His work in the recreation
field includes teaching outdoor
adventure classes and working in
wilderness therapy programs in
several different states. When he
is not working, Pat loves being
outside spending time with his
wife TJ and his dog Dexter. He
likes backpacking, whitewater
kayaking, rock climbing, and
exploring the different amazing
places the Northwest has to offer.

Ashlie has her BA in Psychology
from Oregon with minors in
Environmental Studies and
Business. She’s worked as an
environmental educator at
Adam’s Elementary School in
Oregon - leading her to her
position with PCEI’s education
program. Working outdoors with
children to educate them on how
to protect our environment, while
still enjoying its natural beauty,
seemed to be the perfect fit for
Ashlie. She hopes to successfully
inspire the next generation of
environmental stewards.
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Green Bike, the campus-wide bike-share
program at Washington State University
has grown quickly. Since the program
started in 2009, it has gone from a
two-station, 24-bike manual operation,
to a nine-station, 85-bike automatic
operation. Students can now swipe their
Cougar Cards at these stations, check out
a bike for 24 hours, and then return it to
any of the stations.

Community Supports PCEI with Holiday Giving

“Bike for Change” Community Bike Ride and Rally

PCEI was one of 27 local Palouse nonprofits that
benefited from the 3rd Annual Alternative Giving
Market of the Palouse on December 7th at the
Prichard Art Gallery in Moscow. The event was
held in conjunction with the Light Up the Night
Holiday Parade.

By Jen Hiebert, PCEI Office Manager

The fun holiday event promoted sustainable giving
and PCEI is thankful to have participated in this
unique way of honoring family and friends with meaningful gift cards from local
nonprofits. Thank you for helping us raise $550. For more information about the
Alternative Giving Market visit www.agmpalouse.org, or email agmpalouse@gmail.com.

NEWS
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On September 24, 2011, over 20 local organizations and businesses and 100 individuals participated in the “Bike for Change” Community
Bike Ride and Rally (www.pcei.org/bikeforchange) as part of “Moving Planet: A Day to Move Beyond Fossil Fuels”. The event was
organized by PCEI, the University of Idaho Sustainability Center, and numerous other local organizations and individuals to promote
cycling as a healthy, fun and sustainable form of transportation. “Bike for Change”–inspired by “Moving Planet: A Day to Move Beyond
Fossil Fuels” (www.moving-planet.org)–was one of thousands of similar events worldwide that day. The rally took place by the Jeff Martin
Memorial Pavilion next to the Latah Trail. People of all ages and cycling abilities cycled via Paradise Path to the rally, where they could
learn more about local and global issues related to cycling and climate change.

Volunteers Essential to 25th Anniversary Year
By Heather Huston, PCEI Volunteer Coordinator

From 2009 to 2010 the bikes were
checked out approximately 1,200 times.
In the past year, they have been checked
out over 10,000 times! For more
information visit www.greenbike.wsu.edu

During our 25th Anniversary year, we
really had to turn things up a notch. We
were communicating with previous donors,
members and volunteers – trying to touch
base and get reacquainted.

REGIONAL 		

We invited community members to
participate in every aspect of PCEI from tree
planting to event planning.

Recent research done by the US Fish
and Wildlife Service shows that dioxin
levels in bald eagle eggs collected from
the Columbia River area have decreased
by an average of 75% in the last 15 years.
In 1991 the U.S. EPA passed regulation
for pulp and paper mills to release less
of the dioxin into the Columbia River.
High dioxin levels can weaken bald eagle
egg shells and kill the developing birds
before they hatch. Estuary bald eagle
reproduction rates, according to the study
are still improving.

Our biggest event of the year, the 25th
Anniversary Dinner and Auction was a
success due to the many volunteer hours
spent on collecting auction items, mailing
invitations, and event set up and clean-up.
In 2010, we had over 2,190 volunteers, for a
total of 9,998 hours, support our varied local
efforts.

At 11:00am we took a group photo of bikes and people in the shape of the number ‘350’ which is the parts per million (ppm) of atmospheric C02 we need to get back down to as
quickly as possible to avoid runaway global warming. “Bike for Change” was followed by a Bike to Work/School Day on September 28th, 2011– the perfect way to start your pledge to
commute more sustainably this year.

PCEI NATURE CENTER – A place for everyone

We greatly appreciate the help of all of our
volunteers, from one time visits for an event,
to our dedicated volunteers who help weekly.
To learn more about how you can find a perfect
volunteer opportunity, please contact Heather
Huston at volunteer@pcei.org or 208.882.1444.

GLOBAL
Leaded fuel will be completely eliminated
from gas pumps by 2013, the United
Nations Environmental Program
announced in October. Environmentalists
have been fighting to rid stations of the
harmful product since 1920. Currently,
six countries still use the product, but the
UN will help them phase it out within
the next two years. Accoding to Thomas
Hatfield of California State University,
since the gas has been eliminated from
other countries, IQ levels have increased,
lead-in-blood levels have dropped, and
premature deaths have decreased.
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From left to right: Young visitors, Janelle and Kurt Esteban, enjoy the Karymor merry-go-round. Guests utilize the accessible pathway featuring educational artwork.
Bride Erin Palmer stands in a field of restored native Palouse Prairie. Linda Christenson and family enjoy the newly planted aspen grove in honor of Charles Christenson.

Above and middle: Serving Your New Community
(SYNC) students spend a day volunteering
at the PCEI Nature Center. Bottom: Office
Volunteers help with a mailing project for the
25th Anniversary Dinner and Auction. At right:
Heather Huston, PCEI Volunteer Coordinator.

This newsletter (ISSN# 1087-9374) is published quarterly by the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute (PCEI). 3rd Class postage paid in
Moscow, ID. The Mission of PCEI is to increase citizen involvement in decisions that affect our regional environment. Through community organizing
and education, we strive to enable members of our community to find effective and sustainable solutions to local and regional environmental problems.
PCEI is a non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible. Articles for publication and letters to the editor are welcome and must include the
name and address of the author. Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of individual authors and not necessarily those of PCEI.
Template Design: Teva Hopper. Editors and Contributors: Jen Hiebert, Alyssa Patrick, Aly Lamar, Tom Lamar, Melissa Autery, Heather Huston, Judy Brown, Pam Palmer.

To receive our newsletter, join PCEI (visit www.pcei.org/join).

This newsletter is printed on FSC and GreenSealTM certified paper and contains 30% recycled post-consumer fiber.
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PCEI is a non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible. Articles for publication and letters to the editor are welcome and must include the
name and address of the author. Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of individual authors and not necessarily those of PCEI.
Template Design: Teva Hopper. Editors and Contributors: Jen Hiebert, Alyssa Patrick, Aly Lamar, Tom Lamar, Melissa Autery, Heather Huston, Judy Brown, Pam Palmer.

To receive our newsletter, join PCEI (visit www.pcei.org/join).

This newsletter is printed on FSC and GreenSealTM certified paper and contains 30% recycled post-consumer fiber.
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Josh Boyce

Gail Desantis

Gail is a very active retiree
and PCEI neighbor. Gail
oversaw the installation of
wetlands on her adjacent
property. She is a member of
the PCEI facility committee
and a dedicated office
volunteer.

Randy received a Bachelors
degree in Architecture from
WSU. In 2004 he became a
PCEI AmeriCorps member
with the Watersheds program.
A stalwart PCEI volunteer,
Randy has helped with
countless projects at the
Nature Center. When he is not busy as the Natural
Resource Coordinator for the Palouse Conservation
District, he can be found on his sailboat, in the
mountains, or home cooking.

Alexa Makhani

Alexa is a Fiscal Specialist
at WSU and has served on
the PCEI finance committee
for over a year. She is
the secretary of the local
Toastmasters.

• Replace equipment and storage sheds.
• Create new indoor meeting/educational space.

Josh has a PhD in Biology
from the UI and studied
reproductive development
of post-spawn steelhead in
the Columbia River basin
as a postdoctoral student.
He and his wife Rosy own
the Little River Bed and
Breakfast near Robinson Park.

Randy Stevens

GOAL 1: Develop a Nature Center on the Rodeo Drive campus
using sustainable and creative design ideas to provide a
valued gathering and learning place for our community
while continuing to manage the Rose Creek Nature Preserve
facilitating education about and restoration of the Palouse
Prairie Ecosystem.

GOAL 2: Maintain a high standard of quality for current
programming of environmental education and watershed
restoration while diversifying the demographic involvement
in our work.

PCEI’s 4th Annual Animals of the Night Event
By Melissa Autery, PCEI Public Relations Intern
What a night! More than 350 community members attended PCEI’s 4th
Annual Animals of the Night event on October 28, 2011 to learn about
nocturnal animals through storytelling, games, live animals, costumed
characters and crafts. Guests walked the trails of the PCEI Nature Center and
stopped by different stations to learn about critters like owls, bats, spiders, and
skunks, to name a few. Animals of the Night had an exciting addition to the
event this year. The PCEI Nature Explorers after-school program performed
two showings of their play, “How the Night Sky Came to Be,” to a packed

Guests of all ages enjoy PCEI’s October event featuring educational
stations, live animals, snacks and activities. Photo: PCEI.

crowd and much applause. “Congrats to all the PCEI staff
for their hard work and dedication in making such a great
family event for the Moscow community,” said Nancy Hart,
after attending her first Animals of the Night.

Compare year to year:

PCEI would like to extend a special thanks to all of
the sponsors of this year’s event: Inland Northwest
Broadcasting (myRadio 102.5 FM, Oldies 1400 KRPL),
Pickard Orthodontics, Landeck & Forseth Attorneys at
Law, Gritman Medical Center, Ambassador Subaru, Safari
Pearl, and Hyperspud Sports. Many thanks to all of the
volunteers who helped make this event possible. Be sure
to join the fun next year!

• Number of landowners involved in restoration activities.
• Number of classroom hours and students served.
• Number of community volunteers, visitors and
program participants.
GOAL 3: Create a sustainable, diverse, and reliable funding
model for PCEI that provides revenue to support operations,
special outreach projects and contractual work.
• Increase size of endowment to $2 million.
• Increase the membership in Legacy Circle to 50.
• Increase the PCEI membership to 1,500.
GOAL 4: Invest in PCEI’s human capital and translate this
training of environmental leaders and stewards from our
staff to our board, membership, interns, volunteers, and the
community.
• Dedicate time to meaningful professional development.
• Continue to be a leader in employee benefits.

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
The Legacy Circle is an opportunity for members and
supporters to include PCEI in their estate plan, living trust
or will; participation is an expression
of commitment to the environment, to
community, and to education through
PCEI. Contact Tom Lamar at
lamar@pcei.org to be included.

Education – AmeriCorps Members

New Board Members

Jennifer is a Clarkston
resident with previous
experience as a non-game
biologist in Coeur d’Alene
for the Idaho Dept. for Fish
and Game. Jennifer is a
dedicated PCEI volunteer
for events like our annual
Animals of the Night and other education projects.

A brief summary of goals and metrics; for full document visit
www.pcei.org/about.htm
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PCEI Five Year Strategic Plan			

Jennifer Wik

NEWS

ELISA MEDRZYCKI

PAT BEEZLEY

ASHLIE TAINER

Elisa holds an Associate Degree
in Early Childhood Education
and a Bachelor of the Arts in
Cultural Anthropology. Her
desire to teach others about their
most interesting neighbors has
led to positions like teaching
6th grade outdoor education in
the foothills of the Cascades and
feeding sea stars at Point Defiance
Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma.
Elisa is an avid sea kayaker, cyclist
and adventurer, but also enjoys
an overly competitive game of
Settlers of Catan and a cuddle on
the couch with her dog Murph.

Pat completed his Bachelors
in Recreation from Southeast
Missouri State and his Masters
in Recreation from Southern
Illinois. His work in the recreation
field includes teaching outdoor
adventure classes and working in
wilderness therapy programs in
several different states. When he
is not working, Pat loves being
outside spending time with his
wife TJ and his dog Dexter. He
likes backpacking, whitewater
kayaking, rock climbing, and
exploring the different amazing
places the Northwest has to offer.

Ashlie has her BA in Psychology
from Oregon with minors in
Environmental Studies and
Business. She’s worked as an
environmental educator at
Adam’s Elementary School in
Oregon - leading her to her
position with PCEI’s education
program. Working outdoors with
children to educate them on how
to protect our environment, while
still enjoying its natural beauty,
seemed to be the perfect fit for
Ashlie. She hopes to successfully
inspire the next generation of
environmental stewards.
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WHO'S WHO AT PCEI
The mission of the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental
Institute is to increase citizen involvement in decisions that
affect our region’s environment.

2012 Events Calendar
All Events are scheduled to begin at the site at 10:00am and will last until 2:00pm unless otherwise
noted, regardless of weather. Carpooling options are available. Please remember to wear work clothes
and sturdy shoes. Be prepared for both sun and cold weather. For details, visit www.pcei.org/calendar.
Find directions at <www.pcei.org/sites.htm>. For more info call 208-882-1444.

Carole Wells President
Jim Ekins Vice President
Alexa Makhani Treasurer
Josh Boyce Secretary
Richard Huggins Director
Jerry Long Director
Randy Stevens Director
Jack Sullivan Director
Lynn Wells Director
Jennifer Wik Director

Judith Brown Business Manager
Tracy Brown Program Director
Jenica Wood-Beauchamp Education Program Director
Jennifer Hiebert Office Manager
Alycia Lamar Membership Coordinator
Heather Huston Volunteer Coordinator
Lara Jones Confluence Program Director
Sherrie Jackson Confluence Program Support Coordinator
Rob Loucks Confluence Communication Specialist

AMERICORPS MEMBERS
Education Specialists
Elisa Medrzycki, Pat Beezley, and Ashlie Tainer

PCEI INTERNS (spring and winter)
Melissa Autery, Public Relations
Jessica Brown, Public Relations
Virginia Keefer, Public Relations and Marketing
Kim Hoppe, Public Relations
Claire Stevenson, Graphic Design
Katie Stinson, Nature Explorers
Jenica Draney, Event Leader

PCEI, PO Box 8596 Moscow, Idaho 83843
phone: 208-882-1444 fax: 208-882-8029
email: <info@pcei.org> visit: <www.pcei.org>

By Alyssa Patrick, PCEI Volunteer

Saturday, March 3: Volunteer Event – Fountain Restoration Project. 10am–2pm
Blue Tube maintenance and weeding.
Saturday, March 24: Volunteer Event – Rose Creek Restoration. 10am–2pm
Get to know the Palouse’s rare and endangered Palouse meadow steppe ecosystem
by volunteering to help care for it at the Rose Creek Nature Preserve.
Saturday, April 7: Volunteer Event – Pullman Stream Clean-Up. 10am–2pm
Join us at Spring Street Park in Pullman to kick off the event.
Thursday, April 19: Lewis-Clark State College Earth Day Event. 10am–4pm
Saturday, April 21: Volunteer Event – Paradise Creek Clean-Up. 9am–1pm
This is a great way to celebrate Earth Day with your family!
Sunday, April 21, EARTH DAY CELEBRATION: PCEI’s celebrates 26 years
of “connecting people, place and community” Join us for a collaborative event
with NASA as we focus on caring for our earth through managing our carbon
footprint. 1040 Rodeo Drive
Friday, April 27: Arbor Day Volunteer Event at PCEI Nature Center. 10am–2pm
We’ll supply trees for planting and shovels; come prepared to get dirty.

BE A PART OF THE PCEI NATURE CENTER!
Every Thursday from February through October PCEI is hosting a volunteer
event at the PCEI Nature Center at 1040 Rodeo Drive in Moscow. This is a
great way to build your resume, meet new friends, spend time outdoors, get
to know native plants, and support your local environmental institute. Nature
Center volunteer Thursdays are from 10am–3pm. We’d love your participation!
Email our Volunteer Coordinator for more information <volunteer@pcei.org>.

In Memoriam of our Dear Friends
We are saddened to have lost the following PCEI supporters, who not only helped sustain our valuable
work but also contributed greatly to their communities. Please keep in your thoughts the families of:
Ken Medlin | Martha Klontz | Nancy Taylor | Bill Barr | Jim Tarter | Phyllis LeTourneau | Don Bushaw

Dedicated PCEI volunteers John Lawrence and Jim Ekins rest after the delivery of chairs for
the 25th Anniversary Adirondack chair auction involving 25 local artists who created works
of art from the already beautiful chairs by Dale Butler. For a complete list of chair artists visit
www.pcei.org/auction.

In addition to the auction, there was live music by local bluegrass group,
Steptoe, free ice cream from Sticky Fingers and Ferdinand’s, and drinks
and food available from Gnosh.

PCEI Board Meetings every third Wednesday on alternating months. 6:30pm
Please email Board President Carole Wells for an agenda <www.pcei.org/board>
1040 Rodeo Drive, Moscow

Kayte Munson, Event Leader
Andrew Spencer, Christina Leid, Courtney Anderson,
Jennifer Lennon, Katie Otanez, Shaun Root,
Sujata Connell Watershed Restoration Habitat Technicians
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25 Years, 25 Chairs

Community members who attended the event admired the 25
Adirondack chairs handcrafted and donated in part to PCEI
by Dale Butler of the Steel Tree Company. Local artists had
turned the chairs into new works of art, using materials ranging
from paint to sea glass and wine corks. “We are trying to get
people to connect with the community through art,” said John
Lawrence, past president of PCEI and University of Idaho
professor. Silent bidding for the chairs started at $175.

Gail DeSantis Director

Thomas C. Lamar Executive Director

NEWS

Children rode the Karymor merry-go-round nestled between
gardens as their parents enjoyed bluegrass music at the PCEI
Nature Center during the Community Adirondack Chair Art
Project Auction in September. The event took place as a second
celebration and fundraiser for our 25th Anniversary.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF MEMBERS
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Left: Kristin LeVier’s “Lifegard” chair design. Right: Onan Ayala, Scarleth
Aguilar and Carlos Ruiz proudly pose behind their chair design. The artists
are participants in the Scholarships for Education and Economic Development
(SEED) Program at the University of Idaho.

Jim Ekins, then president of the board of directors, said, “There are
two main things we’re trying to do here; bring people outside to show
off nature and to raise money.” Ekins is also the Service-Learning and
Internship Coordinator at the University of Idaho. “At our last event
on Earth Day 2011, we raised $25,000, at the chair auction we raised
around $8,000. All of the money raised at these events goes to help fund
on-going projects.” “It is an awesome event. I’m glad to see so many
people out here,” said April M. Buvel, an administrative assistant at UI,
who was at the event with her daughter.

Nonprofit Organizations Across The US 			
Face Economic Hardship
By Melissa Autery, PCEI Public Relations Intern
Due to the current economic turmoil, non-profit organizations across the US have
struggled with financial problems. Many Americans have experienced reduced
household incomes and this has caused lower rates of donations in the past few
years. According to a new study from the Nonprofit Research Collective, about
8 percent of the charities included in the report say they are closing for financial
reasons, while among smaller charities, that figure is 20 percent. Resources
for nonprofits decrease during economic instability while the demand for the
nonprofits’ help seems to greatly increase.
This makes nonprofit organizations utilize every opportunity they are given, and
be thankful for every volunteer and donation that helps their organization survive.
With hope that the economic situation across the US will improve, nonprofit
organizations buckle up for a couple more difficult years. PCEI thanks its members
and donors for their continued support during these challenging economic times.

Moscow Recycling, Moscow Food Coop & PCEI
are pleased to sponsor a

BACKYARD COMPOSTER SALE
(pick up on April 28, location TBA)

$45 or less!!
Pre-Order Today

208.882-.0590
Last day to order, March 16

The Earth Machine features:
• Large capacity (80 gallon or 10 cubic feet)
• Compost your grass, leaves and kitchen scraps
• Made from recycled plastic
• Easy snap together assembly
• Fits into any car
• Durable and lightweight design
• Enclosed Design, locking lid
• Over 1,000,000 in use
• Big enough for a family of 5
• Easy harvesting with sliding door
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The LaFortune “Groover” Update
by Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director

ENVIRONMENTAL news
Winter 2011–2012 Vol. 23, No. 3–4

Thank you to all of the generous donors for your gifts to help us construct the Jim LaFortune
Memorial Restroom Building (aka the “LaFortune Groover”) here at the PCEI Nature Center.
When each of us took the time to make our gifts for this effort, we also took the time to
remember and honor our dear friend. To date we have received 189 gifts totaling $34,192.41.
To learn what a “groover” is, and the story behind this, visit www.pcei.org.
The building design was started this spring; thank you to Kurt Rathmann, Emily McGuire,
Cass Tyler, and John Anderson for shepherding us through the design and permitting process!
We broke ground on November 1 and built foundation forms on November 6 (thank you Steve
Streets, Randy Stevens, and Hanna Long). We poured concrete two days later with help of
Kathie LaFortune, Mitch Freeman and Jana
Callanan. Kathie finished the day pressing
This project is really going to help PCEI’s ability to conduct
some bicycle and river rafting mementos
educational programming at the Nature Center. Not only will the
from Jim into the soft foundation concrete.
construction be completed through sustainability workshops, but the
With the help of WSU Center for Civic
facility will improve our ability to handle more people, and put us in
a position to expand the use and impact of the Nature Center.
Engagement, the project site has now been
bundled up for winter, and is ready for wall
			
– Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director
construction this spring.

“

”
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by Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director

Kathie LaFortune at the foundation of the Jim
LaFortune Memorial Restroom Building (the
“groover”) at PCEI. Below, personal mementos
set in the wet foundation of the groover.

We expect to construct the Rastra block (Insulated Concrete Forms) walls with a three-part
workshop series. We will also be scheduling floor and ceiling framing sessions, wall plastering,
stucco, rainwater collection, and composting toilet function workshops. Please contact me if
you would like to participate in a specific step of the project, or reserve a space in a workshop.
Please also contact me if you would like to make a donation of money or materials to the project.

25 INCREDIBLE YEARS!
PCEI’s 25th anniversary year has been more rewarding than we could have hoped.
Starting with a guest bartender event at Mix bar in Eastside Marketplace (with
guest bartenders Buddy Levy, Doug Baker, and Tom Lamar) and ending with our
annual holiday party and membership
meeting at the 1912 Center where we
welcomed new board members (see page
6 for pictures and bios), our 25th year
has been full of fun events and activities,
friends, and fundraising.

I am proud of our board members, our
staff and our many dedicated volunteers
who helped make our 25th year a
PCEI Executive Director, Tom Lamar, makes sure that the accessible
memorable one. We’ve continued to
pathway at PCEI is clear of snow. In the background is the snow
develop our Nature Center on Rodeo
covered Gertrude Danielson Perrine House, home of the PCEI office.
Drive by building new trails, creating
locked tool storage, breaking ground on our outdoor public composting toilet facility, and
working on a children’s playscape. We have also completed our draft five-year strategic plan and
look forward to your feedback on it (see page 6 for details).
While 2011 has provided us with many challenges economically, our dedicated membership
and community of supporters has helped your local environmental grassroots organization
continue to enhance our watersheds, provide meaningful service opportunities, and educate our
children. I look forward to another 25 years of the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute
“connecting people, place and community.” Thank you for your support!

Return Service Requested

PCEI’s Office Manager, Jen Hiebert (left) and
newly-elected PCEI Board Member, Gail DeSantis
cheerfully represent PCEI at the 2011 Alternative
Giving Market of the Palouse at the Prichard Art
Gallery in Moscow.

Housing for SEED Students
PCEI is a member organization of:
• Washington State Combined Fund Drive
• Choices in Community Giving
• Washington Environmental Council
• United Vision for Idaho
• Western Sustainable Agriculture Working Group
• River Network
• Moscow Chamber of Commerce
• Pullman Chamber of Commerce

PCEI is coordinating local housing needs for
Scholarships for Education and Economic
Development (SEED) students on exchange
from Central America and the Caribbean
starting in August 2012.

Complimentary Copy
Please Join PCEI Today!
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PCEI Education Director Jenica Wood-Beauchamp engages youth during their introduction to a Watershed Festival
at the PCEI Nature Center in Moscow.

INSIDE:

For more information about how you can help
the program, and expense compensation,
visit www.pcei.org/SEED or contact us at
208.882.1444. Thank you!
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