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Race for Action

by Daniel Sidder, PCEI Outreach Coordinator
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On April 25th, PCEI, along with 18 other Moscow non-profit organizations,
participated in the Moscow Race For Action: Bring it Together. The mission of
the Moscow Race for Action: Bring it Together is to raise awareness of and money
for our local non-profits, to create a stronger, healthier and more sustainable
community through action, awareness and collaboration, and to strengthen
the link between the Moscow community and the University of Idaho, and to
celebrate the amazing people in Moscow who contribute to our community.
Racers, made up of UI students and community members, raced between sites
and completed a 20 minute project before moving along to the next non-profit
location. We saw over 10 teams at the PCEI Nature Center during the race, and
they helped with a variety of projects. The winning team, which was sponsored by
Mayor Bill Lambert, chose PCEI as the recipient of the first place earnings! We
were thrilled to get the extra helping hands around the Nature Center and ecstatic
to hear that we won. Thanks to the University of Idaho Sustainability Center for
putting on this amazing event and to all the hardworking racers!

Palouse - Clearwater Environmental Institute

New at the Nature Center
PCEI Executive Director, Tom Lamar, and
community member/volunteer, Brian Bell
keep busy hastily pulling up bricks to make
way for one of PCEI's new Nature Center
projects during the Moscow Race for Action.
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ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS
In Memoriam

by Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director
I am proud to reflect on the fact that this June marks my 25th anniversary
as PCEI’s executive director! So much has changed over that time, with the
biggest changes coming in the last 11 years as we have developed this Nature
Center on Rodeo Drive. If you haven’t been here recently, you really owe
yourself a nice visit, picnic, or evening stroll!
I am happy to announce that we have now paid off our previous mortgage,
and have raised half the money necessary to purchase the neighboring 5.1
acres of open space! That purchase will also trigger an additional donation
of 8.8 acres of neighboring land. By the end of 2015, the PCEI Nature
Center will double in size to 26.2 acres! That will enable us to offer to the
community a serious amount of protected open space, and a continuous onemile nature trail inside Moscow’s city limits!
Simultaneously, we are raising funds to pay for the completion of the Nancy
Taylor Pavilion, the Learning Greenhouse, and the new solar panel array on
the Waxwing Building! We will soon be generating about 30% of our energy
consumption from the sun that shines on our solar panels. Other roofs at the
PCEI Nature Center either collect rain water (currently 5,500 gallon storage
capacity), or are living roofs featuring plants that take advantage of the rain
that falls on them. The new greenhouse will be large enough to grow native
plant starts and serve as an indoor educational space in wet months. We are
also taking special care to make our structures accessible to visitors of all
abilities.
This year is an important year for completing these projects, and I am
contacting many individual and business supporters to ask for an extra
gift this year to help us wrap up these projects. Businesses such as Avista,
family foundations, and many individuals are making generous gifts toward
completing these important education facilities. If you would like to help, or
make a pledge, please contact me today at lamar@pcei.org or 208-882-1444.
We can set up a meeting and discuss options that work best for you!
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PCEI's native plant nursery is also now the "John Crock
Learning Nursery" in memory of dear friend and
supporter, John Crock.

John Crock (above) was an adventurer, nature-lover and a
much-loved member of the Moscow community. PCEI hopes
that the John Crock Learning Nursery (below) can serve to
celebrate and commemorate his life
for many years to come.

Join, Renew, or Donate today and receive a Gift for your Garden (pg. 2)
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Windows to Nature at Rose Creek

by Daniel Sidder, PCEI Outreach Coordinator

The story of the Rose Creek Nature Preserve as we know it began in 1958
when Bess and George Hudson purchased the 22 acres north of Albion. They
built a house, raised a family and fowl, and learned to live with the nature
around them. They maintained a large portion of the property in its native
condition, as much of it was never cultivated for agricultural use and remains
to this day in native Palouse Prairie.
Over the years Bess and others would lead classes of school kids and other
youth and adult groups on guided tours where they were made to “endure a
measure of conservation-oriented brainwashing.” The family donated much
of the land to The Nature Conservancy in the early eighties so that it would
be preserved as a cultural and biological resource for future generations. In
2005 PCEI became involved in the management and subsequently gained
ownership of the TNC portion of the Preserve. In 2010 the Preserve grew by
a few acres from a donation of land by Fred Hudson, son of George and Bess.

The book is a little-known jewel of Northwest
Naturalist literature.
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Solar and Sustainable

by Randy Stevens, PCEI Implementation Coordinator

Bess Hudson's
book "Windows to
Nature" catalogues
her time living
among the birds,
bees, aspen trees,
wildflowers,
chipmunks, beavers
and more at the
Rose Creek Nature
Preserve.

NEWS

On June 27, in collaboration with the City of Moscow, Latah Sanitation Inc.
& Moscow Recycling, the Moscow Food Co-op, and the WSU Center for
Civic Engagement, PCEI is hosting the 2nd Annual Palouse Sustainability
Fair. The Fair, which will highlight businesses, non-profits, and community
organizations from around the Palouse, will have live music, food, handson demonstrations, and more! The goal of the Fair is to create a vibrant,
innovative, and environmentally conscious Palouse. Community Partners
represent the following areas of sustainability: water, food, waste, energy,
ecology, and health.
The windows of the new "Bess Hudson
Interpretive Center" reflect scenes of the
beautiful Rose Creek Nature Preserve, as
the sun peeks out from behind the trees.

PCEI is happy to announce that at the end of 2014, Fred made another
very generous donation and deeded PCEI the remaining acres, including
the house he grew up in. Plans for the house include the creation of the
Bess Hudson Interpretive Center and living quarters for a caretaker or
graduate student. The Interpretive Center allows visitors to look through
Bess’s “window to nature” which refers to the large picture window in
the living room that she spent many hours gazing through when not
outdoors (and also the name of the book she wrote about her experience
living at Rose Creek).
A large part of the reason why George and Bess moved to Rose Creek
was to help preserve a small portion of a very endangered ecosystem, the
Palouse Prairie. PCEI is excited about continuing this legacy and sharing
the experience of nature with the community. Please look for upcoming
volunteer days and plan a visit soon! The wildflowers are in full bloom
and birds and other wildlife are abundant.

PCEI cordially invites you to

Art Outdoors

featuring the varied talents of local artist, Jennifer Rod,
with additional work by Washington artist Brady Boone

June 12, 4-6 PM
PCEI Nature Center
Jennifer will be showcasing several of her metal sculptures, as well as the
beginnings of a beautiful mosaic sculptured entrance sign which she designed and
created with the assistance of Palouse Women Artists and other community artists.
Also featured will be sculptures well suited for the outdoors by Brady Boone.
We are honored to have these artists provide us with a visual feast to enjoy against
the beautiful backdrop that the PCEI Nature Center naturally provides.
We hope you will join us and see the latest improvements to our beautiful campus
while enjoying the day’s creative additions, live music by Russian Circus and tasty
refreshments for all.
More information at pcei.org/event/artwalk-art-outdoors.

Join, Renew, Donate!
If you renew, join, or give today, we'll send you
a special garden gift straight to your mailbox,
perfect for the start of growing season!

Please join us in our efforts to increase our capacity to
promote
learning, serving, restoring
and sustainable living
in our communities by donating or joining today!
As a member of PCEI, you can vote for our board of
directors, receive our newsletter, special email updates,
invitations to member-only events, and discounts on PCEI
events, workshops, and nursery plants.
More information at pcei.org/donatejoin.

This year at the Fair, with a special thanks to the Avista Buck-A-Block
Grant Program, PCEI will be showing off our new 22 panel, 6 kW solar
array. The Buck-A-Block program is a voluntary program that helps build
the market for renewable energy projects. Customers pay $1 per month for
300 kWh of power from a wind, solar, or biomass energy. Avista will be at
the Fair to tell you all about it!
Make sure to swing by the Fair and learn about local sustainability initiatives and how you can make a difference. The Fair
goes from 3-7pm, with live music during the whole event. We will have demonstrations ranging from how to start a wormcomposting bin to canning. We look forward to seeing you!
Steve Streets of DayStar Design &
Construction looks up at the durable
"Unistrut" frame he's constructed that will
soon be supporting the new solar panels.

Education Abound!
by Cait McHugh, PCEI Education Coordinator and Heather Huston, PCEI Education Manager

This summer is full of educational opportunities for the public here at PCEI and around our community!
Summer Storytime Series: It’s back! Summer Storytime Series will be held each Thursday at the Nature Center, beginning
Thursday June 11th and ending August 27th (skipping Thursday, July 2nd). This is an opportunity for children and families
to listen to a story and participate in a fun, hands-on activity or game at the PCEI Nature Center. Ava Isaascon and Danielle
Gentry, Storytime Coordinators, can be contacted at storytime@pcei.org for additional information.
Seasonal Wanderings Family Series: Winter has come and gone and we decided we could not do without our wildly
successful Winter Wanderings Family Series! Thus, the Seasonal Wanderings Family Series was born! Once each month
from May through July, the Nature Center will provide a free program to connect families to the natural world and to each
other through education and exploration activities. Fun and entertaining for all ages, guests are poised to learn about animal
movement in So You Think You Can Move? (May 28), insects on the Palouse in Insectigations (June 18), and mud in Mud
Madness (July 16)! Spaces are limited so please be sure to register on our website at pcei.org/swfs-form.
Intergenerational Learning: Additionally, we are thrilled to highlight our partnership with Adventure Club this summer!
We are partnering with Adventure Club to offer exciting summer educational opportunities. A big thank you to the Moscow
Giving Circle for their contributions to our summer programs allowing us to engage with Good Samaritan residents setting up
intergenerational programs mentoring youth and bringing lively energy to the residents lives. Select Health has also played a
large role in allowing us to provide no-cost bussing to local, natural places this year!
Science After Hours: Science, community, and local businesses! Keep an eye out for more Science After Hours events. Held in
conjunction with Moscow First Thursdays, Science After Hours provides a space for scientists from our local Universities and
community to share their great work with the larger public. Several scientists present at each event for about 20 minutes each
and leave time and space for questions from the crowd. Past venues have included the Moscow Co-op, One World Café, and
Camas Prairie Winery so the eats and drinks are icing on a delicious cake of science! Locations and topics for the upcoming
months TBA on our website.

