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Palouse - Clearwater Environmental Institute

Josh Ritter and Dawn Landes Visit the PCEI Nature Center
By Tenley Burke, PCEI Board Member

Water Education and Conservation

Pumping 5-Year Moving Average
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Thanks to many factors including education and personal efforts, the City's water
use decreased in 2008. Congratulations! Keep it up in 2009 - and save money on
your water and electric bills - by being aware of your water use. Check out the City's
Water Matters quarterly newsletter, mailed to every water ratepayer in Moscow, for
wisescaping advice and examples.
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This school year, 2nd graders are learning easy ways to conserve water at home, 5th
graders are creating "edible aquifers," 6th graders are building filters and learning
how Moscow's water is treated, and 9th graders are diving deep into the geology that
affects our water.
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Since 2002, the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute's Education Program has
teamed up with the City of Moscow to teach Moscow's youngest citizens about the
unique geology and water matters of the Palouse.

Millions of Gallons

By Jenica Wood-Beauchamp, PCEI Education Program Manager
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Singer/songwriter and Moscow native, Josh Ritter poses
in December near a willow grove dedication plaque in
honor of PCEI member Willow Venzke, with whom
Josh went to Moscow High School. Photo: Aly Lamar

On New Year’s Eve day many people were home preparing for family visits, dinner,
party plans and celebrations. I am pleased to say that I had the opportunity to take
a break from all that and strap on some snowshoes for a winter tour of the PCEI
Nature Center. As a recent board member of PCEI I had toured the site many
times, but two things were different this time: 1) the campus was covered in about
2 feet of snow and blown by strong winds and 2) Josh Ritter and Dawn Landes
were visiting! As most of you know, Josh Ritter is a native of Idaho and attended
Moscow High. He is an extremely talented musician who has been supportive of
PCEI and other special places and organizations he associates with his home on
the Palouse. His fiancée, Dawn Landes, is also a talented musician in her own right
who has her own recording studio in New York. While PCEI Executive Director
Tom Lamar explained the history of the 7.6-acre Nature Center and the current
sustainability practices as seen through demonstration projects, Josh and Dawn
inquired about future projects and how they could help us achieve our mission. Be
sure to get your tickets soon, Josh Ritter will be playing in Moscow for Rendezvous
in the Park this year! For more information on Josh Ritter visit <www.JoshRitter.
com>. To hear Dawn Landes, who has been likened by the media to “the grand old
dames of country” visit <www.dawnlandes.com> if you would also like to learn more
about how you can make our Nature Center a reality, please contact the helpful PCEI
staff at (208) 882-1444.

Graph: Annual pumping is based on a five year
moving average to account for weather fluctuations.
Used with permission from City of Moscow.
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WHO'S WHO AT PCEI
The mission of the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental
Institute is to increase citizen involvement in decisions that
affect our region’s environment.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Lawrence President
Mary Jo Knowles Co-Vice President
Cindi Jette Co-Vice President

		

Spring 2009 Events Calendar		
All events are scheduled to begin at the site at 10:00am and will last until 2:00pm unless
otherwise noted, regardless of weather. Carpooling options are available. Please remember
to wear work clothes and sturdy shoes. Be prepared for both sun and cold weather.
Remember sun-block, hat, snacks, water bottle, etc. Find directions at: <www.pcei.org>
For more info contact PCEI Volunteer Coordinator, Laura Milewski <laura@pcei.org>
Saturday, March 14: Lindsay Creek Restoration Event, Lewiston, ID
Saturday, March 28: Rose Creek Celebration and Volunteer Event, Albion, WA
Join PCEI staff and board as we celebrate the transfer of ownership of the Rose
Creek Nature Preserve from The Nature Conservancy to PCEI.

Paige Buehler Treasurer
Carrie Lee Secretary
Allyson Beall Director
Kristin LeVier Director

Saturday, April 11: 5th Annual Pullman Stream Clean Up, Pullman, WA 		
The Clean Up will take place in conjunction with Cougar Pride Days. Meet us at
Spring Street Park in Pullman at 10:00am to kick off the event.

Steve Shook Director

Saturday, April 18: Volunteer event at the PCEI Nature Center, PCEI

Emmi Blades Director

STAFF MEMBERS
Thomas C. Lamar Executive Director
Greg Fizzell Education Program Director
Tracy Brown Watersheds Program Director
Erin Rishling AmeriCorps Placement Director
Karla Bradley MOSS Director of Education, McCall
Laurie Gardes Financial Manager
Jen Hiebert Office Manager
Sara Robson Cucksey Watersheds Project Manager
Jenica Wood-Beauchamp Education Program Manager
Laura Milewski Volunteer Coordinator
Alycia Lamar Membership Coordinator
Rachael Goetzelman AmeriCorps Placement Coordinator
Colleen McColl AmeriCorps Placement Coordinator
Adrienne Boland MOSS Program Coordinator

AMERICORPS MEMBERS
Education Program
Jacob Dolence, Caroline Pechuzal & Elizabeth Schulz
Watersheds Program
Ali Jo Hart, Stephen Mead, Bethany Anderson,
William Troxler, Rosalie Bienek & James Blakely

MOBILE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
CORPS, McCall Outdoor Science School

Wednesday, April 22: Earth Day! Celebrate the environment by participating in
myriad events organized by the Palouse Earth Day Association (PEDA).
Friday, April 24: Arbor Day Planting, PCEI					
The whole family is welcome to come to the PCEI Nature Center and plant a tree
to celebrate arbor day. Make a difference while making memories.		
								
Saturday, April 25: 19th Annual Paradise Creek Clean Up, PCEI		
The Clean Up will take place from 9:00am - 1:00pm. Meet at the PCEI Nature
Center to get your creek assignments, clean up the stream in return for free pizza
and prizes.
Saturday, May 9: Old Fashion Cabin Raising event, PCEI 			
Learn how a timber frame cabin can come together in one day as PCEI raises our
Artists’ Studio at the PCEI Nature Center. Lunch provided, workshop cost is $15
for PCEI members and $18 for PCEI members-to-be.
Saturdays, May 9, 16 and 23: Native Learning Nursery spring plant sales, PCEI
see www.pcei.org/calendar for details on each event

Support PCEI Today!
❒ Friends of the Palouse-Clearwater $150
❒ Palouse Protector/Family $75
❒ Basic Membership $35
❒ Limited income/Student $15
❒ Please keep my membership anonymous
❒ Please renew my membership

Ben Blonder, Patrick Corbett, Genevieve Gerke, Lin
Gray, Melissa Hamilton, Mike Kruse, Hillary Loomis,
Julie McWhorter, Jennie Newman, Brett Nobile,
Laura Sass, Alix Schweitzer, Jennifer Smola, Elizabeth
Szarkowski and Piper Worthington

❒ Additional Gift of $__________
Please direct my gift to the following:
❒ Environmental Education
❒ Watershed Restoration
❒ PCEI’s Nature Center
❒ Other__________________

PCEI, PO Box 8596 Moscow, Idaho 83843
phone: 208-882-1444 fax: 208-882-8029
email: <info@pcei.org> visit: <www.pcei.org>

❒ Endowment Gift of $ _____________
❒ Capital Campaign Gift of $_________

❒ Please contact me about volunteering
• I have enclosed a check for $_________
• I want to use my credit card:
❒ MasterCard ❒ Discover
❒ American Express ❒ Visa
Card # ___________________________
Exp. Date ______ Amount $ __________
Signature __________________________
Name(s) __________________________
Address __________________________
City __________ State ___ Zip ________
Phone ____________________________
Email ____________________________

PO Box 8596 • Moscow ID 83843
(208) 882-1444 • info@pcei.org • www.pcei.org

ENVIRONMENTAL
PCEI's Innovative Demonstration Workshops
By Tom Lamar, Executive Director
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UPDATES

We have some incredibly multifaceted employees here at PCEI, and Luke Sheneman is just one great example. As PCEI’s computer
technician, Luke is in charge of keeping our networks, internet services, and computers up and running. He installs all of our hardware and
has been instrumental in our newest database transition. However, Luke
is also a timber framer. Luke Sheneman and his business partner, Peter
Oswald started a timber framing business in 2006, Nora Creek Timber
Frames. Luke and Peter have been working on the latest installment of
PCEI’s Nature Center, the timber framed Artists’ Studio, on the northern
hill of PCEI with southern views of Paradise Ridge and Bald Butte. This
summer they are hosting three community events for individuals to learn
about timber framing, cordwood infill and a living roof.

Peter Oswald and Luke Sheneman pause briefly for a photo while working a
timber that will be utilized in the Artists’ Studio at PCEI. Pete and Luke
are co-founders of Nora Creek Timber Frames.

All events are open to the public and cost $18 for an all-day workshop with
lunch. Current PCEI members pay $15. All workshops are from 9:004:00pm. Meet at the PCEI Nature Center at 1040 Rodeo Drive in Moscow.
Pizza lunch and beverages provided. In the event of rain, workshops will be
postponed and rescheduled. Check our online event calendar for up to date
details <www.pcei.org/calendar>. For more information on the Artists’ Studio
visit the blog: <www.pceiwriterstudio.blogspot.com> or contact Luke Sheneman
at <luke@pcei.org>.

Volunteer Coordinator Smiles

PCEI Upcoming Demonstration Workshops:

By Aly Lamar, Membership Coordinator

PCEI Artist’s Cabin Raising, Saturday, May 9, 2009
Participate in an old-fashioned barn raising where community
members work together to build a structure in one day.
Cordwood Infill Workshop, Saturday, May 20, 2009
Participate in an informative workshop on how to utilize cord
word in a functional and aesthetic way.
Living Roof Workshop, Saturday, June 6, 2009
Learn techniques of how to build your own living roof, from
the cell layers to the draught tolerant plants and forbs.		
							
<www.pcei.org/calendar> for more information

On behalf of the PCEI staff and Board of Directors, we would
like to wish Courtney Rush farewell and good luck in Boise,
Idaho. For the past two years, Courtney has been our Volunteer
Coordinator extraordinaire, increasing our volunteer numbers each
year and expanding the scope of our Volunteer Program. Courtney
has increased the number of volunteers with disabilities, elderly
volunteers and volunteers in areas near our restoration projects.
Courtney was chosen out of over 150 applicants as the new
Volunteer Coordinator for Zoo Boise
Courtney’s smile is contagious and her enthusiasm infectious.
While working for PCEI, she was the supervisor of our AmeriCorps
Community Outreach Specialist, Laura Milewski. When we began
the hiring process for a new Volunteer Coordinator, Laura was one
of over 14 applicants. The national search brought candidates from
all over the United States and for the second and final interview we
flew in a candidate from California. However, Laura’s willingness,
adaptability and continued positivism made her the top candidate.
We are so fortunate to have the opportunity to welcome to the
HUB (the volunteer office, humorously named the human union
building), Laura Milewski.
Laura has been with us for the past year and has worked
on successful projects such as “Animals of the Night,”
our first Halloween event hosted on our 7.6-acre Nature
Center, “Summertime Story Series” a free, weekly reading of
environmentally-friendly books, and our “Annual Squash CookOff” where food grown at our Pantry Garden or the Moscow
Community Garden is used to bring community together and
sample homemade recipes. Welcome Laura!

PCEI's incoming Volunteer Coordinator, Laura Milewski and PCEI's outgoing Volunteer
Coordinator, Courtney Rush smile for a photo during PCEI's staff holiday party in 2008.
Alan Brown in the background. Photo: Jen Hiebert
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NEWS
By James Blakely, AmeriCorps Member
and Community Outreach Specialist

Local
For the first time, the University of Idaho
will compete against over 500 schools in
a competition known as RecycleMania.
RecycleMania is a friendly nationwide
competition that helps college and
university recycling programs promote
waste reduction activities. Over a 10-week
period, schools report recycling and trash
data which are then ranked according
to who collects the largest amount of
recyclables per capita, the largest amount
of total recyclables, the least amount
of trash per capita, or have the highest
recycling rate.

Regional
At the beginning of the New Year
Seattle joined the list of several cities
across the country that have banned
Styrofoam. Restaurants and other local
food businesses were required to make
the switch to biodegradable take-out
containers. In addition, grocery stores,
pharmacies and convenient stores saw a
20-cent tax placed on plastic and paper
bags.

National
In January of 2008 giant food
cooperations Wal-Mart and Kroger
announced they would only use
rBGH-free milk for their store brands.
Recombinant Bovine Growth Hormone
(rBGH) also known as rBST is injected
into cows to boost unnatural milk
production. While there is still much
debate over whether or not rBGH and
the side affects are safe for both cows and
humans, consumers are demanding for
hormone-free milk. In 2006 Kemps rBSTfree milk sales soared to 55 percent of
total sales said spokesperson Rachel Kylio.
Since introduced in1993, the FDA has
claimed that the growth hormone is safe.
However, Canada, Japan, the European
Union and several other countries have
banned rBGH.
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Obama Breaks with Bush on the Environment
By Dave Cook, CSMonitor
Barack Obama came to the ornate White House East Room to make a very public
break with the Bush administration on environment and energy policy. With EPA
Administration Lisa Jackson and Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood standing next
to him, Mr. Obama told the Environmental Protection Agency to re-examine whether
California and other states can have tougher auto emissions standards.
In 2007, the Bush Administration denied
“...no single issue is as
California’s request for a waiver allowing it to
do so. California’s proposed restrictions would
fundamental to our future
force Detroit to cut greenhouse gas emissions by
as energy...” 			
30 percent in new cars and light trucks by 2016.
– President Barack Obama
The president also instructed the Transportation
Department to complete revised automotive fuel
economy standards by March so they can take
effect with the 2011 model year. Legislation passed in 2007 requires new cars and trucks
to meet a standard of 35 miles per gallon by 2020. That is a 40 percent increase over
current requirements.
Before leaving office, the Bush administration failed to establish regulations implementing
that law...Obama began the meeting talking about the economy and the recently
announced layoffs at major firms...Turning to the issue of the day, Obama said “no single
issue is as fundamental to our future as energy.” He called the actions he announced
Monday, “the first steps on our journey to energy independence.” While the president
said “our goal is not
to burden an already
struggling industry,” he
may get some pushback
from the auto industry.
And Monday’s actions
could add to a divide
between two factions in
the Democratic Party –
environmentalists and
labor. This article was
found on the site <http://
features.csmonitor.com
and edited for length.
President Obama makes remarks and signs an Executive Order on Jobs, Energy Independence and Climate Change in
the East Room of the White House. With him are Secretary of Transportation Ray H. LaHood, left, and Lisa Jackson,
Administrator, United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), right. (cnpphotos/newscom)

Dear President Obama,
My name is Breanna Murdoch and I have a few suggestions for
your term. First I would suggest Universal Health Care because
if a young kid or the elderly are sick and can’t afford to go see
a doctor they will be unhealthy. Also you may want to look at
lowering our production of greenhouse gases because it is one of
the most leading causes of global warming. Not only does this
meet your promise during the campaign but would also make
the world a better place for future generations.
Respectfully, Breanna Murdoch
Breanna Murdoch, a 4th grade student at McDonald Elementary, poses with first place award received on January
17, 2009 at the Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast. The annual breakfast and awards were presented by the Latah
County Human Rights Task Force. Breanna won the category of Art and Essay. Photo: Gordon Murdoch

ENVIRONMENTAL
AmeriCorps Through My Eyes
By Ali Jo Hart, PCEI Watershed Restoration Technician, AmeriCorps
“Hi, my name is Ali Jo and I am an AmeriCorps Member working
as a Watersheds Restoration Technician here at PCEI.” I have greeted
over one hundred volunteers at various
events with that very line. AmeriCorps
is essentially a domestic Peace Corps,
and being a member allows me to
volunteer full-time in my community
which makes me feel good about myself
and proud of what I am accomplishing.
Serving as an AmeriCorps Member
comes with tangible benefits as well:
an education award, a significant
increase in karma points and if you
work for PCEI, free food. Working as
Ali Jo Hart enjoying her time
a restoration tech makes you hungry.
working outdoors on a PCEI
It’s hard work, and over the past several
restoration site. Photo: PCEI
months it seems as though my daily
caloric needs have doubled! It is fun
and rewarding work. My favorite days involve sunshine and mud,
because when work is over and I am so filthy that I don’t even want to
sit in my own car I know I accomplished a lot that day. So far, I have
participated in the plantings
of hundreds of native
“...when I go home at night I have
trees, shrubs and grasses,
dirt in my shoes, grass stains on my
worked on twelve different
jeans and a really big smile on my face
restoration sites, installed
because I truly enjoy what I do.”
fencing, laid erosion control
– Ali Jo Hart, AmeriCorps Member
fabric, weeded invasive
species, protected aspen
shoots, cared for nursery plants, written press releases, updated web
pages and databases, lead volunteer events and taught community
members the importance of watershed restoration. Last but not least,
when I go home at night I have dirt in my shoes, grass stains on my
jeans and a really big smile on my face because I truly enjoy what I do.
Working at PCEI has been a wonderful experience; I am surrounded
by motivated, positive and caring people who constantly encourage
and amaze me by their passionate commitment to the community,
education, restoration and protection of the environment. This is such
a fun place to work; we often hold meetings outside, we recycle or
reuse all we can, there is usually community food available and on the
occasional lonely afternoon when I find myself working alone in the
Learning Nursery “Mama Cat” follows behind me and snuggles in my
lap whenever I kneel down to pull a weed.

NEWS
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Sustainable Environment Commission
By Aly Lamar, Membership Coordinator
On January 27, 2009 in the Janet Fiske Room at the 1912
Center in Moscow, Scott Fedale gave a comprehensive
presentation on the work of The City of Moscow
Sustainable Environment Commission. Scott spoke
to members of the Moscow League of Women Voters,
students from the Moscow High School Environmental
Club and AmeriCorps Members from the PalouseClearwater Environmental Institute (PCEI). Scott sits on
the Sustainable Environment Commission with Louise
Ashmun, Steve McGeehan, David Pierce, Amy Shipman
and Henry Willmes.
There are three seats available on the commission for
one individual who lives outside of the city, but in
Latah County, one high school student and one college
student. Some of the current projects of the Sustainable
Environment Commission:
• Working with the Palouse Earth Day Association
(PEDA) for the 3rd year to coordinate a successful
April 22, Earth Day celebration to coincide with the
publication of a Green Directory
• Creation of  a comprehensive sustainable purchasing
policy for each department within the city.
• Complete a sustainability assessment of city
government. Baseline data is being created and
will be sent to the ICLEI: Local Governments for
Sustainability USA. The City of Moscow joined
ICLEI in 2007.
• Eleven bikes have been refurbished and now there
are bikes at five buildings with helmets and locks
available for employees to run errands around town
on bicycles instead of with a city vehicle.
• Utilizing 2008 survey results of apartment owners to
encourage a recycling at apartment complexes
• Working with University of Idaho Environmental
Club to create a "sticker" project to identify stores
that give rebates for reusable bags.
For more information visit: <www.moscow.id.us/commissions/
sustainable.asp> All meetings are open to the public.

This newsletter (ISSN# 1087-9374) is published quarterly by the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute (PCEI). 3rd Class postage paid in
Moscow, ID. The Mission of PCEI is to increase citizen involvement in decisions that affect our regional environment. Through community organizing
and education, we strive to enable members of our community to find effective and sustainable solutions to local and regional environmental problems.
PCEI is a non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible. Articles for publication and letters to the editor are welcome and must include the
name and address of the author. Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of individual authors and not necessarily those of PCEI.
Template Design: Teva Hopper. Editors and Contributors: Aly Lamar, John Lawrence, Tenley Burke, Jenica Wood-Beauchamp, Dave Cook, Ali Jo
Hart, Cindi Jette, Gary Letster, Tom Lamar, Jen Hiebert. To receive our newsletter, join PCEI (see pg 2).
This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper with 30% post-consumer content.
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Idaho's "Environmental Leader of the Year"
from United Vision for Idaho's website <www.uvidaho.org>
The Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute
(PCEI) is honored to announce the prestigious award
received by Tom Lamar, PCEI’s Executive Director.
The Award of “Idaho’s Environmental Leader of the
Year” was given to Lamar at the United Vision for
Idaho’s 11th Annual Progressive Celebration and
Awards Dinner on January 9, 2009 at the DoubleTree
Riverside, Boise, ID.
“As Executive Director for PCEI, for over
18 years, Tom has helped to develop other
community organizations including ... the
Palouse Land Trust, Rural Roots, Idaho
Smart Growth, the Village Bicycle Project
and Backyard Harvest.”
– UVI

Ecofan, by Cindi Jette
I bought the coolest fan for my wood stove.
The Ecofan – it works without electricity. It is
so righteous – it’s whisper silent and pretty cool
looking, too.

Tom Lamar smiles at the
United Vision for Idaho
Dinner, January 9, 2009
in Boise. Photo: Aly Lamar

Thomas C. Lamar has been
PCEI’s Executive Director
since 1990. His twentyeight years of experience in
the public interest sector has helped PCEI increase citizen involvement in
environmental issues. Tom has also taught Conservation Leadership in the
University of Idaho, Conservation Social Sciences Department for the past
five years. In 2007 he was elected
to the Moscow City Council. In
that role, he serves on numerous
committees and commissions
including the Moscow Urban
Renewal Agency.
As the Executive Director for
PCEI, for over 18 years, Tom has
helped to develop other community
organizations including the Western
Sustainable Agriculture Working
Group, Palouse Land Trust, Rural
Roots, Idaho Smart Growth, Village
Tom Lamar jokes with then PCEI Board
Bicycle
Project, and Backyard Harvest.
President, Mary Silvernale Shook at a 2005
visioning retreat at the PCEI Campus. Photo: Tom serves on the steering committee
Pam Palmer
of the Idaho Environmental Summit,
and on the board of the Latah Trail
Foundation. Tom holds an MS degree in Environmental Science from
Washington State University (1985). He received his Bachelor of Arts degree
in Biology and Anthropology at the University of Delaware in 1982. Tom
studied the medicinal use of Plants by the Shipibo Indians of the Peruvian
rainforest during his time at both
WSU and University of Delaware.
Tom’s work background includes
Central American peace organizing
in the 1980’s. He also worked
with the Northwest Coalition for
Alternatives to Pesticides for two
years as an advocate for pesticide
exposure victims. Tom enjoys
swimming, running, bicycling,
Tom Lamar being sworn into Moscow City
triathlons, and gardening.
Council, by City Clerk, Stephanie Kalasz,
January 7, 2008. Photo: Aly Lamar

Earth-friendly Products

The Ecofan is made by a company in Canada
named Caframo. The fan sits on top of the stove
and creates its own
electricity (thermoelectric
module) through the
difference in temperature
between the hot surface
of the stove and cold
air above the fan. Cool,
eh? There are different
models depending on
the amount of heat given
off by the stove and
whether using gas or wood. There was a confusing
bit on the website regarding inserts – it says ‘not
recommended for wood or gas stove inserts’, then
later states they can be used.
It works great on my fireplace insert, but I have an
8” shelf on my stove so I can place my fan away
from the wall (to draw the cooler air from behind).
The heat of the stove is important for operating,
so a stove thermometer is useful. The website
has more information, check it out. Just google:
caframo. Tri-State carries them or you can go to
the website to find a dealer.

GreenCupboards, by Susanne Simpson
My husband and I
recently co-founded
www.greencupboards.
com. GreenCupboards
researches green
household products,
thoroughly tests them,
and offers for resale
those that are most
environmentally friendly and effective. The
website is designed for households and businesses.
I'd like to invite you to be among our first
customers and receive 10% off any purchase. Just
type launchpromo in the "Discount Code" box
on the Shopping Cart page. And if you have any
comments or feedback on our website, or ideas for
new or alternate products, please send them to me!

ENVIRONMENTAL
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A Message From PCEI's New Board
of Directors' President,
John Lawrence

PCEI, Executive Director, Tom Lamar gives PCEI donors a tour of our 7.6-acre
Nature Center in August 2008. Photo: Aly Lamar

PCEI Starts a Docent Program
By Cindi Jette, PCEI Board Member
Passionate about the environment? Interested in learning more
about PCEI? Would you like to teach others? Got time? Got
interest? Then the PCEI Docent Program is for you!
It’s been four years since we moved to the Rodeo Drive Campus;
a lot has been accomplished and our vision for PCEI’s future
is very exciting. We want everyone to share in our progress and
excitement. So, we’re creating a docent program so we can share
ourselves with more of you.
A docent is a volunteer trained to give tours that educate
the public about an organization. Our training will begin
with learning everything there is to know about PCEI – its
history, mission, vision, programs, etc. We ask for a one-year
commitment, plus 2 hours per month as a tour guide. Being a
Docent means meeting awesome people, making amazing friends,
hanging out at PCEI, building a resume, improving public
speaking skills, assisting with PCEI events, contributing to the
growth and development of PCEI, and much more. Convinced?
Contact Laura Milewski, PCEI Volunteer Coordinator 		
<laura@pcei.org> to apply.

Won't you join us?
There is an increasing need at the PCEI Rodeo Campus
for someone to handle the challenges that come with
land ownership. We’re looking for a few good volunteers
to make up a Facilities Committee able to assist the
PCEI staff and Board with land development, renovation
and maintenance. Utilizing this committee would allow
our staff and donations to focus on fulfilling our mission.
If you have the skills (construction, plumbing, electrical,
etc.) that we could use, and the time to contribute,
we would love to have you join our team. We can’t do
what we do without all our fabulous volunteers! For
more information contact Laura Milewski, our Volunteer
Coordinator <laura@pcei.org>

On behalf of the PCEI
board, I want to thank
you for being a member
of PCEI.
The past year has
been a great one for
our organization. We
educated, we restored,
we built community,
and we contributed
to a better future. We
also assumed ownership
of the Rose Creek
John Lawrence takes a break from
Preserve from the
working and playing outside to smile for
Nature Conservancy
the camera. Photo: John Lawrence
and two of the programs
we nurtured, The
Backyard Harvest and The Village Bicycle Project, became
independent organizations. Our staff and volunteers did
tremendous work for you, the members – don’t forget to
say thanks next time you see them.
The coming year, while bringing many opportunities
for our organization and new hope for the environment
at the national level, also brings significant challenges.
Foundations, granting agencies, organizations, and
individuals like you are all re-evaluating how much
support they can provide given the weakened economy.
Your board and staff will be watching our 2009
expenditures closely to make sure we make the best use
of every resource we have. But we must also be watchful
to maintain the talent and capabilities and relationships
that we have worked so hard to build and that provide the
foundation for our future.
I encourage all of you to continue to support PCEI
through the economic downturn – your memberships,
your financial support, and the knowledge, talent and time
you contribute are all critical for us to continue the good
work we do.
I look forward to working for you and with you during
2009. Thanks for your continued support of PCEI and its
mission.
In stewardship,
John Lawrence
PCEI Board President
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PCEI People to Brag About
Members: 				
John Thielbahr and Sonia Hussa

Volunteer: 				
Jonathan and Courtney Rush

John
Thielbahr and
Sonia Hussa
have been
members of
PCEI since
1992. John
recently
Sonia Hussa and John Thielbahr at served as
PCEI's Annual "Midsummer Night's President of
Dream" event in 2008. Photo: PCEI
the PCEI
Board of
Directors and Sonia currently sits on the
Board of the Whitman County Humane
Society in Pullman. PCEI has greatly
benefited from John and Sonia’s generosity
to our Capital Campaign, to our work
at the Rose Creek Nature Preserve and
some new developments here at the PCEI
Nature Center. Many thanks for your
efforts, John and Sonia!

It has been a
bittersweet time
learning of the
wonderful job
opportunity of
our good friend
and incredible
PCEI volunteer,
Jonathan,
husband of
PCEI's past
Jonathan and Courtney Rush.
Volunteer
Photo: Jen Hiebert
Coordinator,
Courtney Rush. The Rushs moved to
Boise after a month of volunteerism at
an orphanage in Honduras. They have
given countless hours to improving our
watersheds, working with volunteers with
disabilities, cultivating our gardens and
sustainably enhancing our Nature Center.
They will be dearly missed!

Co-owner of
EcoAnalysts
and outdoor
enthusiast,
Gary Lester
has made his
passion his
career, studying
the very life
forms that
other creatures
depend on for
survival. Gary
Gary Lake Trout fishing on Lake Lester and
Pend Oreille. Photo: Gary Lester
EcoAnalysts
have been wonderful additions to the
community. We are fortunate to have
this local business, their expertise and
willingness to work with us to better the
environment. Learn more about Gary
Lester in our next newsletter. Thank you,
Gary for all your work!
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PCEI is a member organization of:
  • Washington State Combined Fund Drive
  • Choices in Community Giving
  • Washington Environmental Council
  • United Vision for Idaho
  • Western Sustainable Agriculture Working Group
  • River Network
  • Moscow Chamber of Commerce
  • Pullman Chamber of Commerce

Conservationist:			
Gary Lester			
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Please Join PCEI Today!
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