ENVIRONMENTAL news
Summer 2009 Vol. 21, No. 2

Palouse - Clearwater Environmental Institute

Timber Frame Artist Studio Raised
By Tom Lamar, PCEI Executive Director

The PCEI Artist Studio could not have been raised in a day were it not for the community effort of (left to right:) the first pegs pounded by children participants,
the group of workshop attendees who literally raised the timber frame studio in one day, and co-instructor of the workshop, Luke Sheneman, shown here placing
the ceremonial pine bough, which is put on all structures to this day — even steel highrises — to recognize and appreciate the natural resources utilized in
creating the structure. Photos courtesy of Luke Sheneman.

The Artist Studio we are constructing at our 7.6 acre Nature Center
is a wonderful example of PCEI’s community-building projects,
as it has brought together so many unique and meaningful
aspects of what is most important to us: sustainability, education,
building community and hard work. The idea for the design was
taken from Thoreau’s own humble quarters and modified by two
local timber framing artists, the owners of Nora Creek Timber
Frames, Luke Sheneman and Peter Oswald. The structure itself
contains more than 9 species of trees, each bringing its own
history to the studio. The timbers used for the Artist Studio were
all locally and sustainably harvested or recycled, and put together
using hardwood pegs.
John Keeble, Professor Emeritus of Eastern Washington University,
read at the timber raising on May 9 from his work, Out of the
Channel: The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill in Prince William Sound.
Keeble addressed sense of place and the meaning of “home” in
his reading and added that he thought PCEI is about “pattern

INSIDE:

location,” a means of picking up pieces and putting them together
to create something marvelous that benefits the entire community.
We raised the timber frame cabin in a classic “barn-raising” fashion
on May 9, and demonstrated cordwood infill technique for the walls
on May 23rd. The last workshop will be on how to install a living
or “green” roof on the cabin on June 6th. Our Artist Studio will be
completed by mid June. It is my hope that community members will
participate in the sustainable building processes, but also look at the
Artist Studio as a useable space for guest writers and artists as a quiet,
scenic space surrounded by open area with views of the University of
Idaho and Bald Butte.
I hope you will consider making a financial contribution to this
community resource. As an environmental non-profit, our work is
made possible by the dedication of individual support, like yours. I
am happy to visit with you about the Artist Studio, give you a tour
and answer any questions you may have.
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WHO'S WHO AT PCEI
The mission of the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental
Institute is to increase citizen involvement in decisions that
affect our region’s environment.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Lawrence President
Mary Jo Knowles Co-Vice President
Cindi Jette Co-Vice President
Paige Buehler Treasurer
Carrie Lee Secretary
Allyson Beall Director
Emmi Blades Director
Kristin LeVier Director
Steve Shook Director

STAFF MEMBERS
Thomas C. Lamar Executive Director
Greg Fizzell Education Program Director
Tracy Brown Watersheds Program Director
Erin Rishling AmeriCorps Placement Director
Karla Bradley MOSS Director of Education, McCall
Laurie Gardes Financial Manager
Jen Hiebert Office Manager
Sara Robson Cucksey Watersheds Project Manager
Jenica Wood-Beauchamp Education Program Manager
Laura Milewski Volunteer Coordinator
Alycia Lamar Membership Coordinator

		

Summer 2009 Events Calendar		
All events are scheduled to begin at the site at 10:00am and will last until 2:00pm unless
otherwise noted, regardless of weather. Carpooling options are available. Please remember
to wear work clothes and sturdy shoes. Be prepared for both sun and cold weather.
Remember sun-block, hat, snacks, water bottle, etc. Find directions at: <www.pcei.org>
For more info contact PCEI Volunteer Coordinator, Laura Milewski <laura@pcei.org>
Monday mornings, June-August: Summer Storytime Series, PCEI
Bring your little ones out to the PCEI Nature Center, and sit under the shade
of our big oak tree while volunteers from the community read to children (the
Mayor of Moscow has been known to make a guest appearance). The event is free
and open to the public. Readings every Monday during June, July and August
from 10:30 am until 11:30 am. Guests are also welcome to stay and have a picnic
at our 7.6-acre Nature Center.
Saturday, June 6: Living Roof Workshop, PCEI (9:00am - 4:00pm) 		
Learn techniques of how to build your own living roof as PCEI installs a living
roof on their Artist’s Cabin at the PCEI Nature Center. Pizza lunch and beverages
provided. All proceeds benefit adult education programs at PCEI. $15 as a PCEI
member, $18 for members-to-be.
Saturdays, June 27 and July 25: Rose Creek Restoration Volunteer Event, PCEI
Saturday, August 8: Women’s Mountain Biking Clinic, PCEI (9:00am - 4:00pm)
Come learn the basics of biking: bike and helmet fit, minor bike adjustments,
changing a flat tire, bike handling, and gear utilization! In the afternoon, learn
techniques such as cornering switchbacks and hill climbing. After the workshops
enjoy a group ride with the ladies at beginning or intermediate levels. Registration
is $35 as a PCEI member, $40 for members-to-be. Gourmet lunch and beverages
provided.
Saturdays, June 13, July 11 and August 8: Summer Family Days, PCEI
Gather your family for Saturday fun at the PCEI Nature Center to explore our
landscape, create natural art, discover the world of bugs and birds, study macro
invertebrates, pick pumpkins, and play outside! All Family Days take place from
10:00am until noon. Fee is $8 for PCEI member families and $12 for the public.

Rachael Goetzelman AmeriCorps Placement Coordinator
Colleen McColl AmeriCorps Placement Coordinator
Adrienne Boland MOSS Program Coordinator

AMERICORPS MEMBERS
Education Program
Jacob Dolence, Caroline Pechuzal & Elizabeth Schulz
Watersheds Program
Stephen Mead, Bethany Anderson, William Troxler,
Rosalie Bienek & James Blakely

MOBILE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
CORPS, McCall Outdoor Science School

see www.pcei.org/calendar for details and more events

Support PCEI Today!
❒ Friends of the Palouse-Clearwater $150
❒ Palouse Protector/Family $75
❒ Basic Membership $35
❒ Limited income/Student $15
❒ Please keep my membership anonymous
❒ Please renew my membership

Ben Blonder, Patrick Corbett, Genevieve Gerke, Lin
Gray, Melissa Hamilton, Mike Kruse, Hillary Loomis,
Julie McWhorter, Jennie Newman, Brett Nobile,
Laura Sass, Alix Schweitzer, Jennifer Smola, Elizabeth
Szarkowski and Piper Worthington

❒ Additional Gift of $__________
Please direct my gift to the following:
❒ Environmental Education
❒ Watershed Restoration
❒ PCEI’s Nature Center
❒ Other__________________

PCEI, PO Box 8596 Moscow, Idaho 83843
phone: 208-882-1444 fax: 208-882-8029
email: <info@pcei.org> visit: <www.pcei.org>

❒ Endowment Gift of $ _____________
❒ Capital Campaign Gift of $_________

❒ Please contact me about volunteering
• I have enclosed a check for $_________
• I want to use my credit card:
❒ MasterCard ❒ Discover
❒ American Express ❒ Visa
Card # ___________________________
Exp. Date ______ Amount $ __________
Signature __________________________
Name(s) __________________________
Address __________________________
City __________ State ___ Zip ________
Phone ____________________________
Email ____________________________

PO Box 8596 • Moscow ID 83843
(208) 882-1444 • info@pcei.org • www.pcei.org
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South Fork of the Palouse River
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CREEKS & STREAMS

By Bethany Anderson, AmeriCorps Member and Restoration Technician

First Volunteer Workday at Rose Creek
By Stephen Mead, AmeriCorps Member and Restoration Techniciam
The first Rose Creek volunteer workday began with a celebration
of the transfer of management of The Rose Creek Nature
Preserve from The Nature Conservancy to The PalouseClearwater Environmental Institute. In his opening statement
Tom Lamar said, “it is an honor to be responsible as the next
stewards of the land.”

The PCEI watersheds crew enjoys a hard day of work on the South Fork. Photo: PCEI

One of our many watershed restoration projects is located on the
South Fork of the Palouse River. The property has been evaluated
by the Beneficial Use Reconnaissance Program (BURP), the
Washington State Department of Ecology, and the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The results show that the South Fork
has the worst water quality in the entire state of Washington.
Numerous pollutants have increased the amount of sediment and
have degraded the riparian area, making the watershed susceptible
to flooding and stream bank damage.
This site is in the beginning stages of development and excavation
is expected to take place in the fall of 2009. Last month PCEI’s
watersheds program managers met with local engineers to analyze
its current status and discuss future plans for restoration. These
plans include (1) excavation of the streambed (2) hydro seeding
(3) laying down erosion-control fabric and (4) planting native
vegetation to stabilize the ground. Keep your eye out for more
information and updates on this project. For more information on
the South Fork restoration or other watershed projects visit <www.
pcei.org/water> or contact Tracy Brown at <tracy@pcei.org>.

Following the ceremony PCEI’s stewardship of the land began
with the help of almost 30 volunteers. The volunteers were
broken into weeding, blue tube maintaining and fencing groups.
Those that were weeding covered about an acre and a half on the
north side of Rose Creek and were pleased to find that weeding
efforts in the past seamed to be showing progress in reducing
noxious weeds. The blue tube group strengthened existing blue
tubes by adding stronger and taller bamboo where needed,
while the fencing group reinforced the fencing that had been
used by the local moose to scratch their backs. The idea behind
fencing and blue tubes is to give the regeneration of aspen a
fighting chance against the big appetite of the moose that are
frequenting the area. According to Fred Hudson, the moose have
been targeting aspen saplings in the last five years, but have also
browsed heavily on the red osier dogwood. Deer have also had
an affect on the regeneration, but by the abundant presence of
moose scat they seem to have been the ones enjoying a feast.
Many of the volunteers that I talked with said they were looking
forward to the next volunteer day at Rose Creek on Saturday,
May 30th, as am I. By then there should be some more weeds
popping up as well as many of the native flowers of the Palouse.
It should be quite beautiful and we look forward to enjoying the
day with you.

Stream Clean Stats
Moscow
Paradise Creek

Pullman
Palouse River

Lewiston
Lindsay Creek

200 volunteers

75 volunteers

xx volunteers

220 lbs. of trash

117 lbs. of trash

xx lbs. of trash

March 28, 2009: PCEI supporters unveil the new interpretive sign at Rose Creek Nature Preserve, north of Pullman. Left to right: PCEI Executive Director, Tom Lamar;
previous Rose Creek Preserve resident, Belva Hudson; PCEI member, John Thielbahr;
and Fred Hudson, previous Rose Creek Preserve resident.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
NEWS
By James Blakely, AmeriCorps Member
and Community Outreach Specialist

Local

Every fall the UI Sustainability
Center funds student-led projects on
sustainability issues. This year one of
its projects was the Moscow Coffee
Compost Project. Volunteers carry
buckets of grounds from community and
campus coffee shops to a central storage
site behind Otto’s produce. The coffee
grounds are than transported via bicycles
to the Moscow Community Garden and
the UI Soil Stewards organic farm where
they are composted. In just the first nine
weeks more than 3 tons of grounds were
collected from 11 coffee shops on campus
and within the community. The project
is led by Owen Baughman, President,
Ecology & Conservation Biology Club.

Regional

Summer 2009

Wet and Wild at Stateline Wetland
By Rebecca Fritz, University of Idaho Student and Stateline Wetland Volunteer
The importance behind local environmentalism has become an active ideal for the
‘Women in Science’ class offered at the University of Idaho. Led by Chris Dixon, students
have been working to restore the Stateline Wetland since fall 2007.
The Stateline Wetland is the 8-acre constructed
“The future vision of the wetland is
wetland west of Moscow’s waste water treatment
that it will become an outdoor
plant. The restoration process has involved
educational classroom...”
actions such as mowing noxious weeds,
-Fritz
purchasing covers for open pipes, and tearing
out an old fence. The young women have also
been working with Avista to set up nesting boxes for owls, bats, and swallows, leading
volunteer events for tree planting, and working with the University of Idaho’s architecture
department to design a bird observation deck. Ongoing projects include the construction
of the observation deck, designing and funding interpretative signs and striving to obtain
more community involvement.
While the students working on
the project have experienced
some setbacks — an owl box
falling off its poles, pipes
springing leaks and territorial
blackbirds — the desire to see
the project succeed is strong.
The future vision of the wetland
is that it will become an
outdoor educational classroom,
a destination for regional
birdwatchers, and a resting
The students- Lissa Firor, Amanda Grey, Steph DeMay, Melissa
point for those taking the
Shumake, and Rebecca Fritz (all at right) while working on the
Chipman Trail.
Stateline Wetland Project as part of a Women in Science class.

This past July Spokane County became
the first county in the nation to ban
nearly all sales of water-softening
phosphates in dishwasher detergent
in an attempt to decrease the amount
of pollutants sucking oxygen out the
Spokane River. Since the law went into
effect there has been a 14% decrease in
phosphate pollution in the county’s main
wastewater treatment plant. However,
many Washingtonians travel to nearby
Coeur d’Alene, ID to buy the outlawed
dish cleansers claiming the ‘greener’ stuff
doesn’t work as well.

PCEI Introduces Worm Bin at McDonald Elementary

National

By Caroline Pechuzal, AmeriCorps Member and Education Specialist

With over 1,600 miles of Appalachian
streams that have been buried under
mining waste Ken Salazr, secretary of the
U.S. Department of Interior has “vowed
to overturn a Bush-era regulation that
allows coal companies to dump millions
of tons of waste from mountaintop
mining into Appalachian streams” and
is prepared to take the ruling to court.
Under the current ruling coal companies
are allowed to dump mine tailings in
and around streams if no other disposal
options are “not reasonably possible.”

The students would like to thank all those who have been involved. They have received
wonderful support from Avista, the Latah Community Foundation, The Audubon Society
(Palouse Chapter), PCEI, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, and the University of
Idaho. Please contact Chris Dixon at <cdixon@uidaho.edu> for information on becoming
involved in the Stateline Wetland Restoration Project.

Earthworms not only help keep our soil healthy and process food waste, but they can
make excellent science teachers! In support of the new garden at McDonald Elementary, I
gathered materials and resources needed to build a classroom worm bin for Brian Carhart’s
6th grade class at McDonald Elementary so students could learn about composting with
worms.
I provided a one-hour lesson in the class about earthworms where students learned basic
earthworm life history and anatomy. They dug for earthworms outside and constructed
‘worm hotels’ in glass jars and observed the worms for a week. In a second lesson the
students decided on four themed designs to decorate their bins: helping our garden grow,
wiggly squiggly super cool worms, worms eat organic matter, and worms are nature’s
recyclers. Students participated in an event to introduce the worms to their bin on
Saturday, May 2, 2009. Special thanks to Luke Sheneman for building the bins and to
Wiser Worm Farm of Olympia, WA for donating a pound of earthworms.

ENVIRONMENTAL n e w s
Gary Lester at a Glance
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PCEI’s Youngest Contributors

By Tracy Brown, PCEI Watershed Program Director
Spending time fishing and hunting with his dad as a young boy in the Adirondack
mountains instilled in Gary a true love of the outdoors. Many days were spent
fishing from a canoe or along riverbanks of the mighty Hudson, where fish
consumption was not allowed - the river was heavily contaminated by PCB’s.
Gary got an associate’s degree in Ecology and Environmental Technology, came to
Moscow and earned a Bachelor’s degree in 1992 and pursued his master’s degree
with his research centered on using fish and invertebrate communities as indicators
of environmental quality in Palouse area streams.

By Aly Lamar, PCEI Membership Coordinator
For the first time as Membership Coordinator,
I have received a gift from children of PCEI
members. A donation of $23.40 was given by
Lena Werner (daughter of Nicole and Steffen
Werner) and Hannah Heaton (daughter of
Holly Chetwood and Jeff Heaton) after two
whole days of selling lemonade. We are so
grateful for this generous gift! To donate your
lemonade sale proceeds, please visit <www.pcei.
org/payment>.

In 1994, Gary teamed up with Jody White and Scott Lindstrom to form
EcoAnalysts, Inc. Fourteen years later, EcoAnalysts employs nearly 60 people in
5 states and Canada. The company is a national leader in aquatic bioassessment
and taxonomy services. EcoAnalysts has even come full circle in a sense, when the
company was hired for a project in Gary’s boyhood backyard - the Hudson River.
Cleanup of PCB contaminated sediments in a 40 mile stretch of the river begins this year and EcoAnalysts has contributed its expertise in
aquatic ecology to that project.
When asked about conservation, Gary felt, “Had my dad not spent time with me in the outdoors I simply wouldn’t have the same
appreciation for the environment that I do today. And as a person who came to faith in Jesus later in my life, I can now see the depth of
God’s creativity and ingenuity in the wonders of nature. I don’t know (and don’t care) if creation happened in 6 days or 14 billion years. I
just believe it happened for a reason and not by accident. Either way, my job here and now is to help make it a better place.”

The Wondering Wolverine: Part One
By James Blakely, AmeriCorps Member and Community Outreach Specialist

“The Wolverine is a tremendous character…. A personality of
unmeasured force, courage, and achievement so enveloped in a mist of
legend, superstition, idolatry, fear and hatred, that one scarcely knows
how to begin or what to accept as fact.” – Ernest Thompson Seton

In the high steppe desert of Idaho Falls you would expect to see a pronghorn
antelope, but what about a wolverine? Wolverines typically inhabit remote rugged
mountains and boreal forests. However, this past February Bryan Aber, a wildlife
biologist, received a call from a trapper who caught a wolverine in his trap just
outside the town of Menan, ID. The young male wolverine was unharmed
and released into Idaho’s Centennial Mountains. Before the wolverine’s release
Fish and Game fitted the animal with a GPS tracking collar and an internal
transmitter. Because wolverines are shy, elusive creatures, very little information
is known and are even harder to track. Gregg Losinski, Fish and Game’s Upper
Snake Regional conservation educator stated, “the animal may have been using
nearby riparian lands to travel between mountain ranges [and] could be perfectly
within its range.”

A wolverine can have a home range size between 150 and 355 square miles. Jeff Copeland, A Forest Service biologist, says “It’s never ceased
to amaze me how far these animals go in a short period of time. The hallmark of the wolverine is probably its insatiable need to be on the
move.” One wolverine captured in the Wyoming’s Teton Range was tracked traveling from the Tetons to the Portneuf Range in Idaho
and then back again. He traveled 256 miles in 19 days. The same wolverine then immediately traveled to Mount Washburn in central
Yellowstone and back in about a week, covering 140 miles. “In all, the wolverine covered 543 miles in 42 days before its [GPS] collar fell
off.” Look for The Wondering Wolverine: Part Two in the next issue of Environmental News!
This newsletter (ISSN# 1087-9374) is published quarterly by the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute (PCEI). 3rd Class postage paid in
Moscow, ID. The Mission of PCEI is to increase citizen involvement in decisions that affect our regional environment. Through community organizing
and education, we strive to enable members of our community to find effective and sustainable solutions to local and regional environmental problems.
PCEI is a non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible. Articles for publication and letters to the editor are welcome and must include the
name and address of the author. Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of individual authors and not necessarily those of PCEI.
Template Design: Teva Hopper. Editors and Contributors: Aly Lamar, Gary Lester, Tom Lamar, Jen Hiebert, James Blakely, Caroline Pechuzal, Bethany
Anderson, Rebecca Fritz, Laura Milewski, Stu Scott, Sarah MacDonald, Sandi Billings, Stephen Mead, Tracy Brown and Luke Sheneman.
To receive our newsletter, join PCEI (see pg 2). This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper with 30% post-consumer content.
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PCEI Members for Over 20 Years!
By Aly Lamar, PCEI Membership Coordinator
As a non-profit environmental group, we are able to do some of our most
valuable work by the support of our membership and donors. Generous gifts
and continued support allow us to keep some of our most underfunded and
yet, best community resources alive, like the Moscow Community Garden, The
PCEI Plate Project and the Stream Clean Ups. The following individuals have
made PCEI a priority and have given consistently since our first year of official
PCEI Membership, 1989:

Gitta and George Bridges		
Shirley Caldwell*			
Gina Gormley and Bill London
Janet Lecompte			
Ann Raymer and Jim Groh*
Liz and Jack Sullivan 		

MaryJane Butter and Nick Ogle
Sally and Dick Fredericks		
Majorie and Bob Grunewald
Carl Mickelson and Kappy Brun		
Dana Magnuson 				
Mary Jo Knowles and Randy Atwood

*our hearts have gone out to the families of these extraordinary individuals 		
who have graced our lives, and taught us lessons, having then passed on.

PCEI Board member, Steve Shook and his daughter, Grace work with former PCEI Board member,
Mark Shipley at the PCEI Falafel Food Booth at the Reaissance Fair, helping to raise over $2,900
for the Moscow Community Garden.

Bike For Life!

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO TAKE
OUR PCEI MEMBERSHIP SURVEY!
www.pcei.org/survey

PCEI raises $3,000 for
Moscow Community Garden
By Aly Lamar, PCEI Membership Coordinator
This year’s PCEI Renaissance food booth
was a huge success thank s to our dedicated
volunteers and our gracious donors. PCEI
Board Members, Carrie Lee and Kristin
LeVier took on the role of booth organizers.
They were able to solidify donations from
Landgrove Coffee, Cowgirl Chocolates, the
Moscow Food Co-op, Idaho Ice, Casa Lopez
and MaryJanes Farm. Several PCEI Board
members gave donations as well to support the
food purchasing so that the day of the event, all
proceeds could go to the Moscow Community
Garden. Their hard work paid off.
In the hours of warmth and sunshine we
sold our famous berry blasts, blended on our
bicycle blender and during the wind and the
rain we were a hit with our “mochas” a mix
of locally roasted Landgroe Coffee and locally
an dorganic Cowgirl Chocolate hot chocolate
mix. MaryJane’s falafel was a hit, as always and
the board members who sliced, diced, mixed
cooked and carried supplies to and from the
booth made it all possible.
If you were not able to catch us at the food
booth on May 2&3 to support your local
Community Garden, please take a moment to
do so online at <www.pcei.org/support>.

By James Blakely, PCEI’s Community Outreach Specialist and AmeriCorps Member
Around the middle of March, I received an email from Kelly O’Neill, Community Relations for Gritman Medical Center, informing me that May
15 is National Bike for Work Day and that she was interested in putting together an event to celebrate the day. On a Wednesday afternoon at One
World Café, a group of fellow community members representing the City of Moscow, PCEI, Gritman M.C., University of Idaho, local businesses,
and others met over drinks to discuss ideas for an event. What started out as a single event evolved into a month long bike extravaganza, in which
Mayor Nancy Chaney declared May as Bike Month for the City of Moscow.
The group, known as Bike for Life Moscow, implemented several events throughout the month such as the Nearly Naked Bike Ride, the Full Moon
Ride, Bike to Work day and Bike Moscow 101. For most of the group members, biking is more than just a leisurely stroll on a sunny afternoon, it’s
a way of life. Much gratitude goes out to all the people who helped planned, organized and attended the events. Thank you to Wheatberries, and
One World Café and others for your generous donations. See you all next May for another fantastic bike bash.
The solution to some of the world’s biggest problems can be found in your garage. 40% of all trips are within two miles of the home, and 50% of
the working population commutes five miles or less to work. Go By Bike.

ENVIRONMENTAL n e w s
Camas Prairie Winery
Installs Solar Panels
By Stu Scott, Owner of Camas Prairie Winery
Camas Prairie Winery, North Idaho’s oldest bonded winery
founded in 1983, has just completed installation on a 5,000 watt
per hour solar panel system. The system is the first commercial
solar electric system in Latah County.
A USDA Rural Development Energy Assistance grant was
obtained with the help of Avista and PCEI. This grant will fund
25% of the system cost. Camas Prairie Winery is only the second
recipient of such a solar energy grant in the state of Idaho. The
federal government supports solar energy through a 30% federal
tax credit, while Idaho provides a 10% state tax credit.
The system engineering was done by E&J Engineering of
Pullman, construction work by Carl’s Electric, Gressard
Construction and DayStar Design & Construction, all local
Palouse businesses. The general contractor and organizer of the
solar project was Bruce Gage of Eco Depo, a Spokane Washington
firm specializing in eco-friendly products and alternative energy
sources. Accountant Andrea Beckett provided cost analysis services
for the project.
Camas Prairie Winery has always used environmentally friendly
packaging such as ultra-light weight wine bottles and water saving
steam sanitation instead of chemical cleaners. We are proud to be
a Palouse family-owned small business and encourage everyone
to Buy Locally produced products and shop with locally owned
businesses.
Please visit the winery, where you can try before you buy. All
of our wines are made here in Moscow and are “consistently
good wines at consistently great prices,”according to Wine Press
Northwest magazine who named us their Idaho Winery of the
Year for 2007.

A Message From PCEI's Membership
Coordinator, Aly Lamar
On behalf of the PCEI
board and staff. I want
to thank you for being a
member of PCEI.
Most of you have seen us grow
from a downtown office into
our Nature Center on Rodeo
Drive. We are very proud of our
work these past four years since
we have moved out to 7.6 acre
campus. It was this move that propelled us to conserve
even more open space and find ways for others to enjoy it
as well. Everything we do at our 7.6 acre Nature Center is
focused on sustainability and education.
Your membership gifts contributes to our goals and ensure
that we are able to leverage other financial support for our
incredible projects.
If you have not been out to our new home yet, you are
missing out on seeing our strawbale and stucco bike
pavillion, our living roof, pantry garden, the PCEI
Learning Nursery, our TerraGraphics Wertlands, the
timber framed Artist Studio, honey bee hives, composting
facility, camas beds, geoweb retaining walls and beautiful
walking path throughout our 7.6 acre site. Please do not
hesitate to just stop on by or call to make an appointment.
We are honored to show you your dollars at work!

A Legacy of Caring for the Environment
By Sandi Billings, PCEI Grants Coordinator
When we make our wills and estate plans, we consider the people and the values that are most important to us and how we want
to take care of them. Our kids, grandkids, and the future. In a sense, we are considering what our legacy will be.
PCEI members value the environment and community. These central tenants are worth our time and money, because they affect
our daily lives—and the lives of generations to come.
So when you make your estate plans, consider how important community and the environment are to you. And if PCEI can carry
on your work of supporting community and environment, include PCEI in your estate plans. If we can help you as you consider
how to do this, please call us at 208.882.1444; Sandi Billings or Tom Lamar will be glad to discuss how you can provide for your
family and PCEI. Or talk to your attorney or financial planner. Additional information is on our web site at www.pcei.org.
It’s PCEI’s mission to connect people and nature. We can help you with your legacy of caring for your community and for
the environment.
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PCEI People to Brag About
Members: 				
Dick and Sally Fredericks

Volunteer: 				
Molly Marineau

Conservationist:			
Donald E. Tilton			

Dick and Sally
Fredericks have
been members
of PCEI since
1989. The
Fredericks
are both
active in local
educational
efforts, like
the League of
Women Voters
Sally Fredericks speaks to the
League of Women Voters of
of Moscow,
Moscow, an organization she
where Sally
previously served as president for.
served as
President for two years. Dick and Sally
enjoy the outdoors and are dedicated
philanthropists. (Here, Sally is wearing
a shirt in support of a humanitarian
organization, MAG, the co-laureate of the
1997 Nobel Peace Prize.)

Molly has been
volunteering
with our
Watershed Crew
since October
2008. Her
positive attitude,
sense of humor
and willingness
to help with
labor-intensive
Molly Marineau can always be
tasks makes
seen smiling while on the job.
Molly greatly
appreciated by everyone here at PCEI!
Marineau is an Architecture student at the
University of Idaho and is a wonderful
example of the time commitment and
effort a busy student volunteer can
contribute. Thank you for your smiles, and
hard work at the PCEI Nature Center and
on restoration sties, Molly!

Dr. Donald E. Tilton founded Isothermal
Systems Research, Inc. (better known as
Spraycool <www.spraycool.com>) in 1988;
he served as President and CEO until
2003. We are honored to recognize Don
Tilton, founder of Green IT Alliance
(GITA), for having worked to improve
sustainability in energy with innovative
concepts that include passive cooling and
heating systems. PCEI is working with
Don and GITA, an organization that has
received grant funding from the State of
Washington under the Innovation
Partnership Zone program, to enhance
wetlands in the Pullman Industrial Park.
Many thanks for your green initiatives,
Don!
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